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His" Claren. 1x 
Relating To Their 1 


wil and Religious Conduct: l 
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ritten Occaſionally many Tears ge, and now made 1 
Publick for a General Good 4 | 1 

By A Lover of His MeEMory. * Iii 
He being Dead, yet Speaketh. 4 | 


lon: Printed and Sold by the Aſſigns of | || 
F. Sowle, at the Bible in George-Terd, + = 
Streets, 1726. ” Bs 
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ATS ſhalt Treatiſe, 
that is here preſented 

to thy View, fellprovidenti- 
ally into my Haud above 
Twenty Tears ago; and be- 
ing informed, that tbere is not 
another Copy to be found, I 
thought my ſelf under an O. 
ligation to commit it to the 
Preſs, as an Act of Juſtice 
lowe tothe Memory of the 
Worthy Author, as well as 
Kindneſs and Good Will to 
: A's  --- 
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s To the Reader. 
the World in general, and to 
Friends in particular; 
hoping it may be Serviceable 
to all, who, without Preju- 
dice, will peruſe it. 

The impartial Reader wi// 
ſoon find, that Piety and Vir- 
tue are very warmly. and af- 

fectionately recommended by 
this Good Man, to the Choice 
and Practice of His Children, 

for whom thou wilt won 7 
primarily © chiefly dein d; 

- by 4% that 2 Glorious 
Principle of the Light and 
Spirit of Chriſt, our Grand 
Charaderiflick, is very amply 
and familiarly illuſtrated and 

explained, which 1 indeed 
| the Great Fundamental of the 

| - Pure 
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| | To the Reader. 
Pure and Undefiled Religi- 


on, that is acceptable to 


God: Since it is the Root 
from whence all Chriſtian 


and Moral Virtues grow, 
and no Man can be truly Re- 
ligious, without the Influen- 
ces of it. For the Eminent 
Apoſile hath aſſured us long 
ago, That if any Man hath 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of his; neither can 
any Man call Jeſus Lord 
truly, without the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that ſo many 
as are led and guided by 
the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God, T his was 
what made True Chriſtians 
in the Primitive Times, and 
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To the Reader: 


is what alone can make True 
' Chriſtians now. And, 'be- 


| cauſe all have need of it, all 


are priviledge with a Mea- 
ſure of it: For the ſame A.- 
poſite poſſitively afftrms, That 
a Maniteſtation of the Spi- 
rit is given to every Man to 
profit withal; as alſo that 
the Grace of God that 
brings Salvation, hath ap- 
peared to all Men, and 


teacheth to deny Ungod- 


lineſs and Worldly Luſts, 
and to live Soberly, Righ- 
teouſly and Godly in this 
preſent World. And the E- 
vangelical Prophet Iſaiah, 
emphatically proclaims in the 
Name of the Lord, that his 

| Elec 
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r 5%. Ati ac © at ind 


ws <4 the Reader, 
Ele& ſhould be given for a 


Light to lighten the Gen- 


tiles, and for Salvation to 
the Ends of the 0% which 
is confirmed in the G pel-Day 
by the concurrent 1 
of the beloved Diſcip 


teſtifies that Chriſt was the 


true Light, which lighteth 


every Man that comethinto 


the World. The Prophet. Jo- 
el alſo foretold, that the Al- 
mighty would pour out of | 


his Spirit upon all Fleſh, if | 


and that Sons and Daugh- 
ters ſhould, propheſie, and 
that alſo upon Servants and | 


Hand- Maids, . He would 
pour out of. his Spirit in 


theſe latter Days 3. Which | | 
A 4 4 i 
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Tob the Render. 
# deſpiſed Remnant have in f ſo 
Meaſure witneſſed the ful- lib. 
filling of, by the 1 {u; 
breaking forth of the ſame 
Light, and pouring out of the 
| ſame Spirit, into the Hearts 
of many, who ſat in Dark- 
| meſs; and under the Reg ion 
aud Shadow of Death, which 
bath conducted them into the 
ſtraight and narrow Way 
| That leads to Life Eternal; 
| and made them willing to de- 
| ſp:ſe the Honour and Glory 
| of this Tranfitory and Fading 
| World, and to chuſe rather |/ 
| to ſuffer Affliction with the 
People of God, than to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of Sin for me 
| * aSeaſon;efteeming Reproach f 
J ; | for 
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To the Reader. 
or Chriſt, greater Riches, 
than. all Sublunary Trea- 
ſures. eee eee 

Thi was the Caſe of this 
Excellent Man, my Honour- 
ed Friend, whoſe Birth and 
Education, gave Him Pre- 

tence enough to expect a; large 
hare of the World's Great- 
neſs; for his Father, Sir 
William Penn, was à Fa- 
mous Commander at Sea, 
and much in the Eſteem of 
the Late Duke of York, 
who, he ing then Lord High 
\dmiral of the Engliſh 
Fleet, was pleaſed for bis ex- 
Fraordinary Military Achiev- 
r ments, to conflitute him One 
F bis Admirals, which :was. 
4 1 
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To the Reader. 
a Place of very great Ho- 
nour and Profit, ſo that he had 
Encouragement ſuſficient to 
bope, to ſee his Son advanced 
into an high Station of Life; % 
He being alſo qualified for it, 
by very bright and excellent 
Parts, and thoſe cultivated 7 
and improved, by the Advan-· , 
tages of a Liberal Educati- 
on, and alſo poliſhed by T ra- 
velling abroad, and Conver- 
{ation with ſome of the Gr eat 


— 


as 
eſt Men the Age prod uc'd . 
which, though it might be a $ 
Hinderance, to his embra 
cing the Truth ſo readilyJ. 
in its low Appearance, woul( k 


mall Likelsbood, have gainel G 


himAcceptance with the Leaf f 
ding 


To the Reader. 
{ dingMen, who then ſat at the 


„Helm of the Government 3 
"Band this his Father was 

very ſenſible of, which gave 
im ſo Shocking a Concern 
ben bis Son eſpouſed the 
Principles of the deſpiſed 
(uakers, and joyned im- 
ſelf in Strict Communion 
with them, that it threw bim 
into ſuch "violent Agonies, 
as I have heard his Son ſay, 
that he was in Bitterneſs for 
bim, as a Man is in Bitter- 
neſs for his Firſt- Born, la- 
menting the great Di ſappoint- 
0 ment fy met with in 22 in- 
Ener. as being over ſet with 
\| Grief and animated with Re- 
A bentment, be broke the Juſt 
4 Bounds 
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To the Reader. | 
' Bounds of Paternal Autho-Iſt 
rity, and exerciſed injuſti - IT 
fable Severities, upon buch 
Beloved Son, th perfectly 
reconciled. to him, before his 
Death. And when he ſound, 
that unnatural and unchri- 
ſtian Method proved mef- 
fectual to accompliſh his De- 
Jen, he then exceeded in by 
Promiſes of extraordinary 
Favours and Kindneſſes, in 
Caſe he would renounce his 
Principles, and conform to 
the Fathionable Religion of PU 
the Times: But his Eye be- 
ing fixt upon an Eternal In- Ice 
heritance, neither Frowns Je: 
nor Favours. could ſhake hu P- 
Conftancy, but like a Chri- Na 
ſtian Fe 


To the Reader. 
Iſtian Hero, he perſevered 
Vrriumphantl over all Diffi- 
Iculty and Oppoſition, and 
F approved himſelf a Valiant 
Fold ier in the Lamb's War, 
nd fought couragionſly under 
bs Banner, againſt the World, 
be Fleſh and the Devil; and 
by his Noble and Heroick 
Acts, bath obtained ſo Illu- 
tious a Character, that his 
Name will be Famous in the 
is (Records of Time, for many 
-o Penerations of the Righte- 
of pus, being, he counted nothing 
too great Value, to ſacri- 
n- Ice upon the Altar of Self- 
as Denial, that he might win 
e Prize of an Heaven 
anfion, when Time in t his 
Vorld ſhall be no more. 


To the Reader. 
Much I could ſay in Ho- 
nour to the Memory: of ths 
Great and Good Man ; but 
be hath ſaid ſo much for him- 
ſelf and for the Truth-he pre 
feſſed, in the many Excellent 
Books he writ in Defence 
of it, and for the Promotion 
of Primitive Piety, as well 
as for the aſſerting the Right 
of Liberty and Property, 
that it needleſs for me to fay 
any more, 0r to celebrate hu 
Praiſes with high Encomi- 
ums, being alſo unable to per- Inos 
form: that Task as bis Juſt ru] 
Character deſerves. _ by; 
I hope the Ingenuous Reaſtia 
der will eaſily believe, thay 
this Poſthumous Trat hic. 
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To the Reader. 
was delivered to me, hy the 
Author's own Hand, is 3 

genuine Piece of this Valuable 

Nan, for I think no Perſon 1 

that hath been converſant with 

bs Writings, can poſſubly ſuſ= 1 

pect that it is not Authen- || 

tick, ſince almoſt every Page 
is beautified with that Na- 
tive Elegance of Stile, which: 

Y\awas his Peculiar Talent. _ 

I have done with my Pre- 

DuBface, when I have re ueſted 

bee Reader, that if thou art | 

ot One of our Society, to pe- 

ultÞ-uje this Short Diſcourſe, *þ 

with Seriouſneſs and Impar- || 

ality, and then, Idoubt not, | 
thou wilt think thy Time well 
beſtowed, ſince 7 cannot hut 


bope 


ed 
ba 
11cl 
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To the Reader. 
hope thou wilt reap Advan- 
rage by it, in the Beſt of 
hings'; and that thou wilt 
alſo acquit me of Preſumpti- 
on, in being inſtrumental in 
the Publication of it. 


J. R 
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My Dear Children, 
9.1. OT knowing how 
long it may pleaſe 
SG dd to continue me among 
ow I am willing to Em- 

race this Opportunity of 
leaving you my Advice and 
Counſel, with Reſpect to youg 

Chriſtian and Civil Capacity 
and Duty in this World: 

5 B And 
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And I both beſeech and 
charge you, by the Relation 
you have to me, and the 
Affection 1 have always 
ſhewn to you, and indeed 
receiv'd from you, that you 
lay up the ſame in your 
Hearts, as well as your 
Heads, with a Wiſe and Re- 
Lgtous Care. 


8. 2 IT will begin with 
that which is the Beginning 
of all True Wiſdom and Hap- 
pinels, the Holy Fear of 


Children, Fear God; That 


is to ſay, have an Holy Awe 
upon your Minds to avoid 
that which is Evil, and a 
ſtrict Care to embrace and 


do 


* 
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Father's Love, Goc. J, 
do that which is GO © o. 
The Meaſure and Standard 
of which Knowledge and 
Duty, is the Light of Chriſt 
in your Conſciences ; by 
which, as in John 3. 20, 21. 
you may clearly ſee, if your 
Deeds, ay, and your Words and 
Thoughts too, are wrought 
in God or not: (For they are 
the Deeds of the Mind, and 
for which you muſt be judg- 
ed) I ſay, with this Divine 
Light of Chriſt in your Con- 
ſciences, you may bring 
your Thoughts, Words and 
Works to Judgment in your 
ſelves, and have a right, true, 
ſound, and unerring Senſe of 
our Duty toward God and 
Man. And as you come to 
obey this bleſſed Light in its: 
B 2 holy 


FL Furs of a 
holy Convictions, it will 
lead you out of the World's 


dark and degenerate Ways 


and Works, and bring you 
unto Chriſt's Way and Life, 
and to be of the Number of 
his True Selt-denying Fol- 
lowers, to take up your 
Croſs for his Sake, that bore 
his for yours; and to become 
the Children of the Light, 
putting it on, as your Holy 
Armour; by which you may 
ſee, and reſiſt the fiery Darts 
of Satan's Temptations, and 
overcome Him in all His 


Aſſaults. 

4. 3. I would a little ex- 
plain this Principle to you. 
It is called Light, John 1. 9. 
c. 3. 19, 20 21, and c. 8. 12, 

io E ph. 
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Father's Lov x; Cc: 4 
Eph. 5.8.13, 14. 1 Theſ. 5. 
5. 1 Ep. of John's, 5, 6, 7. 
Rev. 21. 23. Becauſe it gives 
a Man a Sight of his Sin, 
tis alſo called the quickening 
Spirit; for ſo he is called; 
and the Lord from Heaven, 
as 1 Cor. 15. 45, 47. Who is 
call'd, and calls himſelf the 
Light of the World, John 8. 
12. And why. is he called. the 
Spirit? Becauſe he gives Man 
Spiritual Life. And Fohs 
16. 8. Chriſt: promiſed to 
{end his Spirit to convince the 
World of their Sins; Where- 
fore that which convinces you 
and all People of their Sins, 
is the Spirit of Chriſt : This 1s. 
highly prized. Rom. 8. as. 
you may read in that great 
and {weet Chapter, for the 

B3 Children 
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Children of God are led by 
it. This reveals the Things 
of God, that appertain to 
Man's Salvation and Happi- 
neſs, as 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11,12. 
Tt is the great End and Bene- 
fit and Bleſſing of the Com- 
ing of Chriſt, Yiz. The 
mining forth of this Light 
and pouring forth of this 
Spirit: Yea, Chriſt is not 
Received by them, that re- 
ſiſt his Light and Spirit in 
their Hearts; nor can the 
have the Benefit of his Birth, 
Lite, Death, Reſurrection, In- 
terceſſion, c. who Rebel a- 
ainſt the Light. God ſent 
1s Son to bleſs us, in turn— 
ing of us from the Evil of 
our Ways: Therefore have a 
Care of Evil, for that turns 
FE you 
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you away from God; and 


wherein you have done Evil, 


do ſo no more; But be ye 
turned, my Dear Children, 


from that Evil, in Thought 
as well as in Word or Deed, 


or that will turn you from 
God, your Creator, and Chriſt 


whom he has given you for 
your Redeemer; who redeems 
and ſaves his People from 


their Sins. Tit. 2. 14. Not 


in their Sins, read Act, 2. 
and Heb. 8. And the 


Chriſtian Diſpenſation will 


appear to be that of the 
Spirit, which Sin quencheth, 


hardens the Heart againſt, 


and bolts the Door upon. 
This Holy, Divine Principle, 
is called Grace too, 1 Tim. 2. 
11, 12. There you will ſee 

& - the 
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the N ature and Office of it, 
and its | bleſſed Effects upon 
thoſe that were taught of it 
in the Primmitive Days. And 
why Grace? Becauſe it is 
God's Love, and not our 
Deſert; His Good-Will, his 
Kindneſs. He ſo loved the 22 
that he gave his only begotten, 
Son into the N. orld, that wwho- 
ſoever believeth in Him ſhould 
mot periſh, but have Everlaſting 
Life, John 3. 16. And it is 
this Holy Son, that in John 
4. 14, 16. is declared to be 
full of Grace and Truth, 
and that of his Grace we 
Receive Grace for Grace, that 
is, we receive of him, the 


Fulneſs, what Meaſure of 


Grace we need. And the 


Lord told Paul in his great 
X 1 rials, 


AAN + wo an as. as 
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Father's Love, &c. 9 
Trials, when ready to ſtagger 


about the Sufficiency of the 


Grace he had receiv'd, to 
deliver him, y Grace is ſuf- 
fictent for thee, 2 Cor. 12. 9. 


O Children, love the Grace, 
hearken to this Grace, it will 
teach you, it will ſanctifie 
you, it will lead you to the 
Reſt and Kingdom of God; 


as it taught the Saints of old, 
firſt, what to deny, viz. To 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſts; and then what to 

VIZ. to live Soberly, Righteouſ- 


ly and Goaly in this preſent 
World, Tit. 2, 11. 12. And 
he that is full of Grace, is 


full of Light, and he. that 
is full of Light, is the 
quickning Spirit, that. gives 
2 Manifeſtation of his Spirit 

W : 4 to 
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to eyery one to profit with, 
1 Cor. 12. 7. And he that 
is the quickning Spirit, 1s 
the Truth. I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, ſaid 
he, to his poor Followers, 
John 14. 6. And if the Truth 
make you free; ſaid he, 
to the Ag. then are you 
free indeed, John 8. 32. 36. 
And this Truth ſheds abroad 
it ſelf in Man, and begets 
Truth in the inward Parts, 
and makes falſe, rebellious, 
hypocritical Man, a true Man 
to God again, Truth in the 
inward Parts is of great 
Price with the Lord. And 
why called T RUTH? Be- 
cauſe it tells Man the Truth 
of his Spiritual State; it 
ſhews bim his State, deals 
| plainly 
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cauſe it tells Man the Truth 
of his Condition, and redeems 
him from the Errors ot his 
Ways; that as Darkneſs, 
Death, Sin, and Error are 


Father's Lo VE, &c. 11 
plainly with him, and ſets 


nis Sins in Order before him. 


So that, my dear Children, 
the Light, Spirit, Grace and 
Truth, are not divers Prin- 
ciples, but divers Words, or 
Denominations given to One 
Eternal Power and Heaven- 
ly Principle in you, tho? not: 


of you, but of God, accord- 
ing to the Manifeſtation, or 


Operation thereof in the Ser- 


vants of God of old Time: 


Light, to diſcover ' and give 
diſcerning : Spirit to quicken 
and enliven : Grace, to wit, 
theLove of God : Truth, be- 


the. 


\ 
| 
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| 
| 


12 Fruits of « 
the ſame, ſo Light, Spirit 
Grace and Truth, are. the 
A 


& 4. This is that which is 
come by Chriſt, and a Mea- 
ſure . of this Light, Spirit, 
Grace, and Truth is given to 
every Man and Woman to 
ſee their Way to go by. 
This is that, which diſtin- 
guiſhes Friends from all o- 
ther Societies, as they are 
found walking in the ſame, 
Which leads out of Vain Ho. 
nours, Complements, Luſts, 
and Pleaſures of the World. 
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is the Pearl of Price, part 
with all for it, but never 


art withis for all che World. 
Vs. ” 12 | This 
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perfect Dilcerning of the Spi- 


_ Father's Lo VF, &c. 13 


This is the Goſpel Leaven, 
to leaven you, that is, ſanc- 
tiſie and ſeaſon you in Body, 


Soul, and Spirit, to God, your 
Heavenly. Father's Uſe and 


Service, and your own laſting 
Comfort. Yea, this is the 


Divine and Incorruptible Seed 
of. the Kingdom; of which 
all truly regenerated Men and 
Women, Chriſtians of Chriſt's 


making, are born. Receive 
it into your Hearts, 


give it 
Room there, let it take deep 
Root in you, and you will 


be fruitful unto God in every 


Good Word and Work. As 


vou take Heed to it and the 
Holy Enlightecings and Mo- 


tions of it, you will have a 
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rit of this World in all its 
| Appearances in your ſelves 
and. others; the Motions, 
Temptations, and Workings 
of it, as to Pride, Vanity, 
Covetouſneſs, Revenge, Un- 
cleaneſs, Hypocriſy and eve- 
ry Evil Way; you will ſee 
hi World in all its Shapes 
and Features, and you wall 
be able to Judge the World 
by it, and the Spirit of the 
World inall its Appearances: 
You will ſee, as I have done, 
that there is much to deny, 
much to fuffer, and much 
to do: And you will ſee that 
there is no Power or Virtue, 
but in the Light, Spirit, Grace 
and Truth of Chrift, to car- 
9 ou thro” the World to 
- God's Glory, and your Ever- 
| | laſting 
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Father's LOVE, &c. rg 
laſting Peace. Yea, you will 
ſee. what Religion is from 
Above, and what is. from 
Below; what. 1s of God's. 
working; and of Man's ma- 
king and forcing; alſo what 


Miniſtry is of his Spirit and. 


giving, and what of Man's 
Studying, Framing and Impo- 
fing. You will, I fay, diſcern 
the Rife, Nature, 'Fokens and- 
Fruits 'of the True, from the- 
Falſe Miniſtry, and what 
Worſhip is ſpiritual, and what 
carnal ; and what Honour is of 


God, and what that Honour 
is, Which is from Below, of 


Men, yea, fallen Men, that 
the Jews and the World ſo 
generally love, and which, is 
ſpoken againſt in John 5. 44. 

| | vou 
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you, will ſee the Vain and 
Evil Communication, that 
corrupts good Manners ,. the 


Snares of much Company and 


Buſineſs, and eſpecially the 
Danger of the Friendſhip of 
this preſent evil World. And 

ou will alſo ſee, that the 

eſtimony, the Eternal God 
hath brought our poor Friends 
unto, as to Religion, Worſhip, 
Truth-(peaking, Miniſtry, Plain- 
neſs, Simplicity and Moderation 
in Apparel, Furniture, Food, 
Salutation, as you may read in 
their Writings from the very 
Beginning, is a True and Hea- 
venly Teſtimony of his Mind, 


Will, Work and Diſpenſati- 


on in this laſt Age of the 
World - to Mankind, _—_ 
the 


Father's Lo VR, Cc. 17 
the Revival of True Primi- 
tive Chriſttanity : Where 
your moſt tender Father 
prays that you may be kept, 
and charges you to watch 
that you may be preſerved 
in the Faith and Practice of 
that Bleſſed Teſtimony ; and 
count it no ſmall Mercy from 
God, nor Honour to you, that 
you came of Parents that 
counted nothing too dear er 
near to part with, nor too 
great to do or ſuffer, that 
they might approve themſelves 
to God, and teſt ifie their Love 
Ito his moſt precious Trath in 
„the inward Parts, in their 
- | Generation. And I do alſo 
e {charge you my dear Children, 
g toretain in your Remembrance 
le thoſe 


18 PFarvaiTts of s 
thoſe worthy Ancients in 


the Work of Chriſt, which 
remained alive till your Day 
and Memory, and yet re- 
main to your Knowledge; 
more eſpecially that Man of 
God, and Prince in Yael, 
the firſt born and be m__— our 
Day a nd Age of Truth, and 
the firſt and the great Early In 
ſtrument of God amongſt us, 
George Fox. And what youf tl 
have heard, ſeen and obſer ved 
of thoſe Heavenly Worthie: 
their Holy Wiſdom, Zeal, Love, 
Labours, and Sufferings, and 
particular Tenderneſs to you 
Treaſure up for your Chil 
dren after you, and tell them 
what you have heard, ſeen 
and known, of the Servanty ſee 
and Work of God, and Prof Fe 


grel 
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greſs thereof, as an Holy, 
Exemplary, and Edifying 
Tradition unto them. And 
be ſure, that you forſake not 
= the aſſembling your ſelves 
i with God's People, as the 
„Manner of ſome was, Heb. 
10. 25. and is at this Day, 
a eſpecially among young Peo- 
ple, the Children of ſome 
Friends, whom the Love of 
this preſent evil World hath 
hurt, and cooled in their Love 


do pou keep cloſe to Meetings, 
both of ace. and Buſineſs 
of the Church, when of an 
Age and Capacity proper for 
Tit; and that not out of No- 
velty, Formality, or to be 
ſeen of Men, but in pure 
Fear, Love and Conſcience 

| ro 


to God, and his Truth: But 
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to God your Creator; as 
the Publick, Juſt and avow- 
ed Teſtimony of your Duty 
and Homage to Him. In 
which be Exemplary, both 
by timely Coming, and a 
reverent and ſerious Deport- 
ment during the Aſſembly ; 
in which be not weary, or 
think the Time long till it 
be over, as ſome did of the 
. $abbaths of old Time; But 
let your Eye be to Him you 
come to wait upon and ſerve, 
and do what you do as to 
him, and he will be your 
Refreſhment and Reward, 
for you-ſhall. return with the 


Seals and Pledges of his Love, 


Mercy and Ble ſſings. 


9. 5. 


Father's Love, Gr. 21 
E..5. Above all Things, 
my dear Children, as to your 
Communion and Fellowſhip 
with Friends, be careful to 
keep the Unity of the Faith 
in the Bond of Peace. Have 
a Care of RefleQors, Detrac- 
tors, Backbiters, that under 
value and undermine Bre- 
thren behind their Backs; or 
flight the good and whole- 
ſome Order of Truth, for the 
preſerving Things quiet, 
{weet and honourable in the 
Church. Have a Care of 
Novelties, and airy change- 
able People, the Conceited, 
Cenſorious and Pufft up; who 
at laſt have always ſhewn 
themſelves to be the Clouds 
without 'Rain, and Wells 
without Water, that will 
5 rather 


| 
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rather diſturb and break the 
Peace and Fellowſhip of the 
Church, where they dwell, 
than not have their Wills 
and ways take Place. I 
charge you, in, the Fear of 
the Living God, that you 
carefully beware of all ſuch : 
Mark them as the Apoltle 
ſays, Rom. 16. 17. And have 
no Fellowſhip with them; 
but to adviſe, exhort, entreat, 
and finally to reprove them, 
Eph. 5. 11. For God is, and 
will be with his People in this 
Holy Diſpenſation we are 
now under, and which is 
now. amongſt us, unto the 
End of Days: It ſhall grow 
and increaſe in Gifts, Graces, 
Power and Luſtre, for it is the 
laſt and Unchangeable Ons: 


— — 


And bleſſed are your E — 
if they ſee it, and your 
if they hear it, and you 
Hearts if they underſtan 
which I —4 that you may 
to God's Glory and your E- 
ternal Comfort. 


6. Having thus reſ. 
18 my ſelf to Fry my dear 
Children, as to the Things of 
od, his Truth and King- 
on; I refer you to his Light, 
ace, Spirit, and Truth 
within you, and the Holy 
deriptures of Truth without 
s Fou, which from my Youth I 
e Joved to read, and were ever 


harge you to read Daily ; 
he Old Teſtament for Hiſt 


tation 
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bleſſed to me; and which 1 


* 3 the P/alms for Med?- 
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tation and Devotion; the Pro. 
hets for Comfort and Hope; 
ut eſpecially the New-Teſta- 
ment tor ine, Faith and 
Worſhip: For they were 
given forth by Holy Men of 

God in divers Ages, as they 
were moved of the Holy Spi- 
rit; and are the declared 
and revealed Mind and Will 
of the Holy God to Man- 
kind under divers | Diſpenſa- 
tions, and they are certainly 
able to make the Man of God 
perfect, through Faith unto 
Salvation; being ſuch a true 
and clear Teſtimony to the 
Salvation that is of God, 
through Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam, the Light of © the 
World, the quickning Spi. 
rit,' who is full of Grace and 

75147 Truth, 


R 


Father's Love, cr. 23 
Truth, whoſe "Light, - Grate 
Spirit and Truth bear witnels 
to * end 7 bt 755 
Soul, as they frequently, pla in- 
ly and 2 al Tefti- 
mony to the Light, Spirit, 
Grace and Truth, both in 
himſelt, and to his People, 
to their Sanctification, Juſti- 
fication, Redemption and 
Conſolat ion; and in all Men 
to their Viſitation, Reproof 
and Conviction in their evil 
Ways. I ſay having thus ex- 
preſſed my ſelf in general, I 
refer you, my dear Children, 
to the Light and Spirit of ſe- 


ſus, that is Within you, and 
to the Seriptures of Truth 
without you, and ſuch o- 
ther Teſtimonies to the one 
ſame Eternal Truth, as have 
C been 
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been born in our Day; and 
{ſhall now deſcend to Parti 
culars, that you may more 
direttly apply what 1 have 
ſaid in General, both as to 
your Religious and Civil Di- 
rection, in your Pilgrimage 
* Earth. 


. — 


CHAP. Il. 


F. 1. will begin here 0 
| ſo, with the 
of Time, the Morning, 
ſoon as you wake, retire 
ur Mind into a pure Si- 
from all Thoughts 
and Ideas of Worldly Things, 
and in that Frame, wait 
upon God, to feel his Good 
Preſence, to "life up your 
Hearts 


£ 
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Hearts to Him, and com- 
mit your whole ſelf, into his 
Bleſſed Care and Protection. 
Then riſe, if well, imme⸗ 
diately; being dreſt, read a 
Chapter or more in the 
Scriptures, and afterwards 
diſpoſe your ſelves for the 
Buſineſs of the Day; Ever 
remembring that God tis pre- 
ſent, the Overſeer of all your 
Thoughts, Words and Ac- 
tions; and demean your 
ſelves, my Dear Children, 
accordingly ; and do not you 
dare to do that in hs Holy 
All- ſeeing Preſence, which you 
would be aſhamed, a Man, 
yea a Child, ſhould ſee you 
do. And as you have Inter- 
vals, from your Lawful Oc- 
caſions, delight to ſtep Home, 

8 within 


— — —— 


——— — or ES — 
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. 
within your ſelves, I mean, 


and commune with your 


own Hearts, and be ſtill; and 
(as Nebuchadnezzar faid on 
another Occaſion) One like 
the Son of God, you ſhall find 
and enjoy with you and in you ; 
a Treaſure the World knows 
not of, but is the Aim, End 
and Diadem of the Children 
of God. This will bear you 
up againſt all Temptations, 
and carry you ſweetly and 
evenly through your Day's 
Buſineſs ; ſupporting you un- 
ger Diſappointments, and mo- 
derating your Satisfaction in 
Succeſs and Proſperity. The 


the Holy Scripture, and have 
our Times of Retirement, 


efore you cloſe your Eyes, 
| 48 


Evening come, read again 


Father's Lov x, &c. 29 


as in the Morning; ; that fo 
the Lord may be the Alp . 
and Omega of every bie 

your Lives. And if God bleſs 
ou with Families, remem- 
jo. good Joſhaah's Reſolution, 


Joſs 24. 15. But as for me 


and my Houſe, we will ſerve 
2 Lor d. 


S. 2. Fear God, ſhew is 
in Deſire, Refraining and 
Doing: Keep the inward 
Watch, keep a clear Soul and 
a light Heart. Mind an in- 
ward Senſe, upon doing any 
Thing; when you read the 
Scripture, remark the no- 


tableſt Places, as your Spi- 


rits are molt toucht and, af- 
tected, in a common-Place 
Book, with that Senſe or 
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Opening which you receive; 
for they come not by Study, 
or in the Hi of Man, no 
more than the Scripture did; 
and they may be loſt by Care- 
leſsneſs, and over-growing 
Thoughts and Buſineſſes of 
this Life; ſo in peruſing any 
other good or profitable Book; 
yet rather meditate, than read 
much. For the Spirit of a 
Man, knows the Things of a 
Man, and with that Spirit, 
by Obſervation of the Tem- 
pers and Actions of Men, you 
ſee in the World, and look- 
ing into your own Spirit, and 
meditating thereupon, you 
will have a deep and ſtrong 
Judgment of Men and Things. 
Fortrom what may be, what 
ſhould be, and what is moſt 
: probable 


Father's Lo VE, &c, 31 
probable or likely to be, you 
can hardly miſs in your Judg- 
ment of humane Affa irs; and 
you have a better Spirit than 
your own, in Reſerve for a 
Time of Need, to paſs tlie 
final Judgment in important 
Matters. 3381. 


8. 3. In Converſation, mark 


well what others ſay, or do, 


and hide your own Mind, at 
leaſt till laſt; and then open 
it as ſparingly as the Matter 
will let you. A juſt Obſer. 
vance and Reflection upon 
Men and Things, give i 
dom, thoſe are the great Books 
of Learning, ſeldom read. 


The laborious Bee, draws 


Honey from every Flower. 
Be always on your Watch, 


C4 but 
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but chiefly in Company, then 
beſure to have your. Wits: 
about you, and your Armour 
on; ſpeak laſt and little, but 
to the Point: Interrupt none, 
anticipate none, read Prov. 
10. 8. 13. Be quick' to hear, 
flow to ſpeak. Prov. 17. 27. It 
gives Time to underſtand, and 
rinens an Atiſwer. Affect not 
Words, but Matter; and chiefly 
to be pertinent and plain: 
Trueſt Eloquence is pla ineſt, 
and brief Speaking, I mean, 
Brevity and Clearneſs, to 
make your ſelves eaſily un- 
derſtood by every Body, and 
in as few Words as the Mat- 
ter will admit of, is the beſt. 


S. 4. Prefer the Aged, the 
Virtuous and the Knowing F 
| | ana 


Father's Lover, &c. 33 


and chuſe thoſe that excel, 
for your Company and Friend- 
ſhip, but deſpiſe not others. 


E's. Return no Anſwer to 
Anger, unleſs with much 


Meekneſs, which often turns 


it away: But rarely make 
Replies, leſs Rejoinders; for 
that adds Fuel to the Fire. 
It is a wrong Time to vindi- 


| cate your ſelves, the true Ear 


| being then. never open to 
hear it. Men are not them- 
| ſelves, and know not well 
| what Spirits they are of: 
Silence to Paſſion, Prejudice 
and Mockery, is the beſt An- 
iwer, and often conquers 
what Reſiſtance inflames. 


Cs $6. 
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E. 6, Learnand teach your 
Children fair Writize, and the 
moſt uſeful Parts of the Ma- 
thematicks, and ſome Buli- 
.neſs when Young, whatever 
elic they are taught, 


S8. 7. Caſt up your Income, 
an hve on Half if you can 

one Third, reſervipg the reſt 
for Caſualties, Charities, Por- 
tions. 


F. 8. Be plain in Clothes, 
Furniture and Food, but clean, 
and then the Courſer the bet: 
ter, the reſt-is Folly. and a 
Snare. Therefore next to Sin, 
avoid Daintineſs and Choice. 
neſs about your Perſon and 

_ Houſes. For if it be not Evil 
in it ſelf, jt is a Temp 
tation 


he. 


Father's Lo VE, Cc. 3g 
tation to it: And may. be 


accounted a Neſt for Sin to 
brood 1n. 


E 9. Avoid Differences; 
what are not avoidable, refer, 
and keep awards ſtrictly, and 
without Grudgings, read Prov. 17 
18. 17, 18. C. 25.8. Mat. 35. 
38, to 41. 1 Cor. 1. 10, to | . 
13. It is Good Counſel. 


&. 10. Beſure draw your i 
Affairs into as narrow a Com- 
paſs as you can, and in Me- 
thod and Proportion, Time 
and other Requiſits proper 
for them. 85 Fo 


8.11. Have very few Ac- 
gquaintance, and fewer Inti- 
mates, but of the beſt in their 
| Kind. | I 12. 
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F. 12. Keep your own Se- 
crets, and do not covet otliers, 
but if truſted, never reveal 
them, unleſs miſchievous to 
ſome Body; nor then, before 
Warn ing to the Party, to de- 
ſiſt and repent, Prov. 18 57 
C. 2. 23. C. 25. 9. 


8 Truſt no Man with 
the main Chance, and avoid 
to be truſted, 


8.1 4. Make be Net! 
ci, bur keep them ſtrictly. 


8. 15. Prefer Elders and 
Strangers on all Occaſions, be 
rather laſt than rk, in Con- 
Melt mal and Relpect; dut 

Vütuts. 


— 
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g. 16. Have a Care of 
truſting to after Games, for 
then there is but one Throw 
for all; and Precipices are ill 
Places to build upon. Miſdom 
gains Time, is before Hand, 
and teaches to chuſe ſea ſona- 


bly and pertinently; therefore 


ever ſtrike while the Iron is 
hot. But if you loſe an Op- 
ortunity, it differs, in this, 
rom a Relapſe; leſs Caution 
and more Reſolution and In- 
duſtry muſt recover it. 


§. 17. Above all, remem- 
ber your Creator: Remem- 
ber your ſelves and your Fa- 


milies, when you have them, 


in the Youthful Time, and 

Fore-Part of your Life; for 

good Methods and Habits 
8 | obta in 


- 
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obtain'd then, will make you 
eaſie and happy the . reſt of 
your Days. Every Eſtate 
has it's Snare: Youth and 
Middle Age, Pleaſure and Am- 
bition; Old Age, Avarice ; 
Remember, I tell. you, that 
Man is a Slave where either 
prevails. Beware of the Per- 
nicious Luſts of the Eye, 
and the Fleſh, and the Pride 
of Life, 1. John 2. 15, 16, 17. 
which are not of. the Father, 
but of the World. Get higher 
and nobler Objects, for your 
immortal Part, O my Dear 
Children, and be not tyed to | 
Things without you; for then 
you can never have the true 
and free Enjoyment of your 
ſelves, to better Things; no 

more than a Slave in * 
e 5 


Father's LOVE, Cc. 39 


has of his Houſe or Family 
in London. Be free, live at 


Home, in your ſelves I mean, 


where lye greater Treaſures 
hid, than in the Indies. The 
Pomp, Honour, and Luxury 
of the World, are- Cheats, 
and the unthinking and in- 
conſiderate are taken by them. 


But the retired Man, is upon 


higher Ground, he ſees and 


is aware of the Trick, con- 


temns the Folly, and bemoans 


the Deluded. This very Con- 


ſideration, doubtleſs, produc'd 
thoſe two Paſſions, in the 


two greateſt Gentiles of their 
Time, Democrites and Hera- 


clitus, the one laughing, the 
other weeping, for the Mad- 
neſs of the. World, to ſee fo ex- 


cellent and reaſonable a Crea- 
4 ture, 


F Grace employ you not, let 


” 
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ture, as Man, ſo meanly tri- 
fling and {laviſhly employed. 


& 18. Chuſe God's Trades 
before Men's: Adam was a | 
Gardiner, Cain a Plowman, and bi 
Abel a Graſier or Shepherd: A 
Theſe began with the World, R 
and have leaſt of Snare, and 
moſt of Uſe. When Cain be- N 
came Murderer, as a witty Man Le 
ſaid, he turned a Builder of all 
Cities, and quitted his Huſ- 
bandry : Mechanicks, as Handi- 
crafts, are alſo commendable, 
but they are but a ſecond 
Brood, and younger Brothers. 


Nature and uſeful Arts, but 
avoid Curioſity here alſo, for 
it devours much Time to no 
Profit. I have ſeen a Ve 
| 0 


Father's LOV cc. 43" 
of a Room, that coſt half as 
much as the Houſe; a Folly: 
eee 


S. 19. Have but few Books, 
but let them be well choſen 
and well read, whether of 
Religious or Civil Subjects. 
Shun Fantaſtick Opinions: 
Meaſure both Religion and 
Learning by Practice; reduce 
all to that, for that brings 
areal Benefit to you, the reſt 
is a Thief and a Snare. And 
indeed reading many Books 
is but a taking off the Mind 
too much from Meditation. 
Reading your ſelves and Na- 
ture, in the Dealings and 
Conduct of Men, is the trueſt 
humane Wiſdom. The Spirit 
of a Man knows the 2 

0 
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of Man, and more true Know- 
ledge comes by Meditation, 
and juſt Reflection, than by 
Reading; for much Reading 
is an Oppreſſion of the Mind, 
and extinguiſhes the natural 
Candle; which is the Reaſon 
of ſo many ſenſclefs Scholars 
in the World. 


S. 20. Do not that which 
you blame in another. Do 
not that to another, Which 
you would not another ſhould 
do to you. But above all, 
Do not that in God's Sight, 
you would not Man ſhould 
fee you do. 


S. 21. And that you may 
order all Things profitably, 
divide your Day, ſuch a Share 


of 


Father's Lo vr, Ce. 43 


of Time for your Retirement, 
and Worſhip of God: Such a 
Proportion Br your Buſineſs, 
in which remember to ply 
that firſt, which is firſt to be 
done; fo much Time for your 
ſelves, be tit for Study, Walk- 
ing, Viſit, &c. In this be 
firſt, and let your Friends 
know it, and you will cut 
off many Impertinences and 
Interruptions, and fave a 
Treaſure of Time to your 
felves, which People moſt un- 
accountably laviſh away. And 
to be more exact, (for much 
lies in this) keep a ſhort Jour- 
nal of your Time, tho' a Day 
require but a Line; many Ad- 
vantages flow from it. 


©, 22. 
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S8. 22. Keep. cloſe to the 
Meetings. of God's People, 
wait diligently. at them, to 
feel the Heavenly. Lite in your 
Hearts. Look tor, that more 
than Words in Miniſtry, and 
you will profit moſt. Above 
all look to the Lord, but de- 
ſpiſe not Inſtruments, Man 
or Woman, Young or Old, 
Rich or Poor, Learned or 
Unlearned. 


8. 23. Avoid Diſcontented 
Perſons, unleſs to inform or 
Reprove them. | 


Abhor Detract ion, the Sin 
of Fallen Angels, and the 
worſt of Fallen Men. 


S. 24, 


— 


Father's Lo Vr, &r. 45 
. 24. Excuſe Faults in o- 
thers, own. them in your 
ſelves, and 1 05 them a- 
gainſt your ſelves, as you 
would have your Heavenly 
Father and Judge, forgive 
you. Read Prov. 1 8 9. and 
Mat. 6. 14. 15. Chriſt re- 
turns and dwells upon that 
Paſſage of his Prayer, above 
all the Reſt, Forgiveneſs, 
the hardeſt Leſſon to Man, 


that of all other Creatures, 
moſt needs it. 


'8. 25. Be natural; Love 
one another; and remember, 1 
that to be void of natural fy 
Affection, is a Mark of Apo- 4 
ſtacy ſet by the Apoſtle, 2 Tims. 
3. 3. Let not Time, I charge x | 
you, wear out Nature; It 1 

Eh may 
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may Kindred according to 
Cuſtom, but it is an ill one, 
therefore follow it not. It is 
a great Fault in Families at 
this Day: Have a Care of it, 
and ſhun that unnatural Care- 
leſneſs. Live as near as you 
can, Viſit often, correſpond 
oftner, and communicate with 
kind Hearts to one another, 
in Proportion to what the 
Lord gives you; and don't 
be cloſe, nor hoard up from 
one another, as if you had no 
Right or Claim in one anc- 
ther, and did not deſcend of 
one moſt tender Father and 
Mother. 


E. 26. What I write, is to 
yours, as wel as you, if God 
gives you Children. K. 8 

: ale 
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Caſe a Prodigal ſhould ever 
appear among them, make 
not his Folly an Excuſe to be 
ſtrange or cloſe, and ſo to ex- 
poſe ſuch an one to more 
Evil; but ſhew Bowels, as 
John did to the young Man 
that fell into ill Company, 
whom with Love he re- 


claimed, after his Example, 
that ſends his Sun and Rain 


upon all. 


S. 27. Love Silence, even 
in the Mind; for Thoughts 
are to that, as Words to the 

Body, troubleſome; much 
Speaking, as much Thinking, 
ſpends, and in many Thoughts, 
as well as Words, there is Sin. 
True Silence is the Reſt of the 
Mind, and is to the Spirit, 
what 


ö 
n 
8 
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What Sleep is to the Body, 
Nouriſhment and Refreſh- 
ment. It is a great Virtue; 
it covers — keeps Secrets, 
avoids Diſputes, and prevents 
Sin. See Job. 13. 5. Prov. 
IO. 19. C. 12. 13. C. 13. 3. 
c. 18. 6, 7; c. 17. 28. 


S. 28. The Wiſdom of Na- 
tions, lies in their Proverbs, 
which are Brief and Pithy; 
collect and learn them, they 
are notable Meaſures and Di- 
rect ions for humane Life; you 
have much in little; they 
ſave Time and Speaking, and 
upon Occaſion, may be the 
fulleſt and ſafeſt Anſwers. 


F. 29. Never meddle with 
other Folk's Buſineſs, and _ 
| wit 


me 3 pau A Ms my CA obs eons Prod Le bind . > DO) oO©h A ws .c 


Father's LOVE, Cc. 49 


with the Publick, unleſs cal- 
led to the one by the Parties 
concerned, (in which move 
Cautioully and Uprightly) 
and requir'd to the other bo 
the Lord, in a Teſtimony for 
his Name and Truth; Re- 
membring that old, but moſt 
true and excellent Proverb, 
Bene qui latuit, bene vixit, 
He lives happily that lives 
hiddenly or privately, for he 


lives quietly. It is a Trea- 
ſure to them that have it:; 


Study it, get, keep it; toa 
many mils it that might have 
it : The World knows not the 
Value of it. It doubles Man's 
Life, by giving him twice the 
Time to himſelf, that a large 
Acquaintance or much Buli- 
neſs will allow him, 
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S. 30. Have a Care of Re. 
ſentment or taking Things a- 
miſs, a natural, ready and 
moſt dangerous Paſſion ; but 
be apter to remit than reſent, 
it is more Chriſtian and Wiſe. 
For as Softneſs often conquers, 
where rough Oppoſition for- 
tifies, ſo Reſentment, ſeldom 
knowing any Bounds, makes 
many Times greater Faults 
than it finds; for ſome Peo- 
ple have out- reſented their 
Wrong ſo far, that they made 
themſelves fault ier by it; by 


_ which they cancel the Debt 


through a boundleſs Paſſion, 
overthrow their Intereſt and 
Advantage, and become Deb- 
tor to the Offender. 


& 31. 
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S. 31. Rejoyce not at the 
Calamity of any, thought 


they be your Enemies, Prov. 


17. f. c. 24. 17. 


F. 32. Evy none; it is 
God that maketh Rich and 
Poor, Great and Small, High 
and Low. Pſal. 37. 1. Prov. 
3. 31. c. 23. 17. c. 24 1. 
1 Chron. 22. 11, 12. Pal. 
107. 40. 41. | 


6.-33. Bo intreatable. Ne: 


ver revile or give ill Names; 
it is unmannerly as well as 
unchriſtian. Remember Mat. 
5. 22. Who it was faid, He 
that calls his Brother Fool, is 
in Danger of Hell Fire. 
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S. 34. Be not moroſe or 
Conceited; One is Rude, the 


other troubleſome and Nau- 
feous. | | 


. 35. Avoid Queſtions and 
Strife; it ſhews a buſy and 
Kkantentious Diſpoſition. 


& 36. Add no Credit toa 
Report upon Conjecture, nor 
Report to the Hurt of any, 
See Exod. 23. &. P/al. 15; 3. 


& 37. Beware of Jealouſy, 
Pe. 1 be Godly, for it os 
vours Love and Friendſhip ; 
it breaks Fellowſhip, and de- 
ſtroys the Peace of the Mind. 
It is a Groundleſs and Evil 
Surmiſe. 


§. 38. 
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S. 38. Be not too Credws - 


lous : Read Prov. 14. 1 5. 
Caution is a Medium, I re- 
commend it. | 


F. 39, Speak not of Reli- 
gion, neither uſe the Name 
of God, in a familiar Mage 
ner. | 


S. 40. Meddle not with 
Government; never ſpeak of 
it; let others ſay or do as 


they pleaſe. But read ſuch 
Books of Law as rclare to 


the Office of a Juſtice, a Co- 


roner, Sherift and Conſtable ; 


alſo the Doctor and Student; 
ſome Book of Clerkſhip, and 
a Treatiſe of Wills, to enable 
you about your own Private 
Buſineſs only, or a Poor 

D 3 Neighs 
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.. Neighbour's. For it is a 
Charge I leave with you and 
yours, meddle not with the 
udlick, neither Buſineſs nor 
Money; but underſtand how 
to avoid it, and defend your 
ſelves upon Occaſion, againſt 
it... For much Knowledge 
brings Sorrow, and much Do- 
ings more. Therefore know 
God, know your ſelves; Love 
Home, know your own Buſi- 
neſs and mind it, and you 
have more Time and Peace 
than your Neighbours. | 


£.41. If you incline to Mar- 
ry, than marry your Incli- 
nation rather than what is 
Rich. But Love for Virtue, 
Temper, Education, and Per- 
ſon, before Wealth or Quali- 
A ty, 


Father's LO VE, GC. 55 
ty, and be ſure you are be- 
lov'd again. In all which be 
not haſty, but ſerious; lay 
it before the Lord, proceed 
in his Fear, and be you well 
adviſed. And when Married, 
according to the Way of 
God's People, uſed” amongſt 
Friends, out of whom only 
chuſe, ſtrictly keep Cove- 
nant 4 avoid Occaſion of Miſ- 
underſtanding, allow for 
Weakneſſes, and Variety of 
Conſtitution and Diſpoſition, 
and take Care of ſhewing 
the leaſt Diſguſt or Miſun- 
derſtanding to others, eſpe- 
cially your Children. Ne- 
ver lye down with any Diſ 
pleaſure in your Minds, but 
avoid Occaſion of Diſpute and 
Offence; Overlook and cover 
D4 Failings. 
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Failings. Seek the Lord foy 


one another; wait upon him 


together, Morning and Eve- 
ning, in His Holy Fear, 

which will renew and con- 
firm your Love and Cove- 
nant: Give Way to nothing 
that would in the leſt vio- 
late it: Uſe all Means of true 
Endearment, that you may 
recommend and pleaſe one 
another; remembring your 
Relation and Union in the 
Figure of Chriſt's to his 
Church; therefore let the Au- 
thority of Love only bear 
Sway your whole Lite. 


S. 42. If God give you 
Children, Love them with 
Wiſdom, Correct them wit! 
Affection: Never ſtrike in 

Paſſion, 
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Paſſion, and ſuit the Correc, 
tion to their Age as well as 
Fault. Convince them of their 
Error before you chaſtiſe 
them. and try them, if they 
ſhew Remorſe before Severn 
ty, never uſe that but in Caſe 


of Obſtinacy or Impenitency.. 


Puniſh them more by their 
Underſtandings than the Rod, 
and ſhew them the Folly, 
shame, and Undutifulneſs 
of their Faults, rather with 
a grieved than an angr 

Countenance, and you will 
ſooner affect their Natures, 


and with a nobler Senſe, 


than a ſervile and rude Cha. 
ſtiſement can produce. Iknow 
the Methods of ſome are eſ- 
vere Corre&ions for Faults 
and artificial Praiſes, when 

Ds they 
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they do well, and ſometimes 
Rewards: But this Courſe 
awakens Paſſions worſe than 
their Faults ; for one begets 
baſe Fear, if not Hatred ; the 
other Pride and vain Glory, 
both which ſhould be avoided 
in a Religious. Education of 
Youth ;. for they equally va- 
ry from it and deprave Na- 
ture. There {ſhould be the 
greateſt Care imaginable, 
what Impreſſions are given 
to, Children, That Method 
which earlieſt awakens their 
Underſtandings to Love, Du- 
ty, ,Sobriety, Juſt and Ho- 
nourable 'Things, is to be pre- 
ferred. Education is the Stam 

Parents give their Children ; 
they paſs for that they breed 
them. or - leſs Value perhaps 
A 
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all their Days; The World, 
is in de more wanting. 
and reprovable, both in Pre- 
cept and Example; they do 
with their Children as with 
their Souls, put them out at 
Livery for ſo much a Lear. 
They will truſt their Eſtates 
or Shops with none but them- 
ſelves, but for their Souls and 
Poſterity, they have leſs Solici- 
tude. But do you breed your. 
Children your ſelves, I mean 
as to their Morals, and be. 
their Biſhops and Teachers 
in the Principles of Converſa- 
tion: As they are inſtructed ſa. 
oy are likely. to be. qualified, 
and your Poſterity. by. their. 
Precepts and Examples which 
they receive from yours. And 
were Mankind herein. more. 
cCautious, 
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cautious, they would better 
diſcharge their Duty to God 
and Poſterity; avd their 
Children would owe them 
more for their Education than 
for their Inheritances. Be 
not unequal in your Love to. 
your Children, at leaſt in the 
Appearances of it: It is both 
unjuſt and indiſcreet: It leſ- 
ſens Love to Parents, and 
provokes Envy amongſt Chil- 
dren. Let them wear the 
ſame Clothes, eat of the ſame 
Diſh, have the ſame Allow- 
ance as to Time and Expence. 
Breed them to ſome Employ- 
ment, and give all Equal but 
the Eldeſt: And to the Eldeſt 
a double Portion is very well. 
Teach them alſo Frugality, 
and they will not want Sub- 

ſtance 
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tance for their Poſterity. A 
little beginning with Induſtry, 
and Thritt will make an E- 
ſtate ; but there is great dif- 
erence between Saving and 
Sordid. Be not ſcanty any 
more than ſuperfluous ; but 


rather make bold with your 


ſelves, than be ſtraight to o- 
thers; therefore let your Cha- 
rity temper your Frugality 
and theirs. 

What I have writ to you, 
I have writ to your Children, 
and theirs. : 


F. 43. Servants you will 
have, but remember the fewer 
the better, and thoſe rather 
Aged than Young ; you. muſt 
make them ſuch, or diſpoſe 
of them often. Change is not 

good, 
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good, therefore chuſe well, 
and the rather becauſe of your 
Children, for Children, think- 
ing they can take more Li- 
berty with Servants than 
with their Parents, often 
chuſe the Servants Company, 
and if 1 are idle, wanton 
ill Examples, Children are in 


great Danger of being perver- 


ted. Let them therefore be 
Friends, and ſueh as are well re- 
commended: Let them know 
their Buſineſs as well as tlieir 
Wages; and as they do the 
one, pay them honeſtly the 
other. Tho Servants, yet 
remember they are Brethren 
in Chriſt, and that you alſo 
are but Stewards and muſt 
account to God. Wherefore 


let your Moderation appear 


unto 
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unto them, and that will. pro- 


voke them to Diligence for 
Love rather than Fear, which 
is the trueſt and beſt Motive 


to Service, In ſhort, as you 


find them, ſo keep, uſe and re- 
ward them, or diſmiſs them. 


F. 44. Diſtruſt is of the 


Nature of Jealouſie, and muſt 
be warily entertain'd upon 
good Grounds, or it is inju- 
rious to others, and inſtead of 
ſafe, troubleſome to you. If 


you truſt little, you will have 


ut little Cauſe to diſtruſt. 
Yet I have often been whiſ- 
per'd in my ſelf of Perſons and 
Things at firſt Sight and Mo- 
tion, that hardly ever failed 
to be true, though by negle&- 
ing the Senſe, or ſuffering my 


{elf 
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ſelf to be argued or impor. 
tuned from it, I have more 
than once failed of my Expec- 
tation. Have therefore a moſt 
tender and nice Regard to 
thoſe firſt ſudden and unpre- 
miditated Senſations. 


S8. 45. For your Conduct 
in your Buſineſs, and in the 
whole Courſe of your Life, 


tho* what J have ſaid to you, 


and recommended you to, 
might be ſufficient; yet I 


will be more particular as to 


thoſe good and gracious Qua- 
Iifications, I pray God Almigh- 
ty to ſeaſon and accompliſh 


you with, to his. Glory. and 
your Temporal and Eternal 


\ _ CHAP, 


Felicity. 
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E 1. NE humble. It becomes 

a Creature, a depen- 
ding and borrowed Being, that 
lives not of it ſelf, but breaths 
in another's Air, with ano- 
ther*s Breath, and is accounta- 
ble for every Moment of 
Time, and can call nothing it's 
own, but. 1s abſolutely a Te- 
nant at Will of the great Lord 
of Heaven and Earth. And of 
this excellent Quality you can- 
not be wanting, if you dwelt 
in the holy Fear.of the Omnt- 
preſent and All- ſeeing God; 
For that will ſhew you your 
Vileneſs and his Excellency, 
your Meaneſs and his Ma- 
jelty, and withal, the W 

0 
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of his Love to ſuch poor 
Worms, in the Teſtimonies 
he gives of his daily Care, 
Mercy and . Goodneſs; that 
you cannot but be abaſed, laid 
Low and Humble, I ſay, the 
Fear and Love of God begets 
Humility, and Humility fits 
you for God and Men. You 
cannot ſtep well a miſs if this 


Virtue dwell but richly in 


you; for then God will teach 
ou The Humble he reacheth 
us Ways, and they are all 
pleaſant and peaceable to his 
Children : Yea, he giveth Grace 
to the Humble, but reſiſteth the 
Proud, Jam. 4. 6. 1 Pet. 5. 5 
He regardeth the Proud afar off. 
Pſal. 138. 6. They ſhall not 
come near him, nor will he 
near them in the Day of cheir 
| Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs, Read Prov. 11. 2. 
c. 15. 33. c. 16. 18. 19. Humi- 
lity ſeeks not the laſt Word, 
nor firſt Place, ſhe offends 
none, but preſers others, 
and thinks 13 of her gelf; 
is not rough or ſelf conceited, 
high, loud, or domineering; 
Bleſſed are they that enjoy 
Her. Learn of me, ſaid Chriſt, 
for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart. He waſht his Diſci- 
ples Feet, John 13. Indeed 
himſelf was the greateſt Pat- 
tern of it, Humility goes be- 


tore Honour, Prov. 18. 12. 


There is nothing ſhines more 
clearly rhrough Chriſttanity, 
than Humility ; of this the 
Holy Author of it is the great- 
teſt Inſtance. He was hum- 
ble in his Incarnation; for he 


that 


— ——— — ꝗK— . —_— me — = 
= 


Man; and many Ways made 
 himſelfof no Reputation. As 
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that thought it no Robbery 
fo be equal with God, hum. 
bled himſelf to become a 


firgin his Birth or Deſcent 
it Was not of the Princes of 
ee but a Virgin, of low 
Degree, the 3 of 2 
Carpenter; and fo ſhe acknow- 
ledges in- her Heavenly An- 
them, or Ejaculation, Lake 1. 
47, 48, 52. ſpeaking- of the 
reat Honour God had done 
ier: And my Spirit hath rejoy- 
ced in God my Saviour, for He 
hath regarded the low Eſtate of 
His Hand maiden; He has put 
down the mighty from their 
Seats, and exalted them of low 
Degree. Secondly, He was 
humble in His Lite : He kept 
no 
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no Court but in Deſerts and 
Mountains, and in Solitary 
Places; neither was he ſerv'd 
in State, His Attendants being 
of the Machanick Size. By 
the Miracles He wrought we 
may underſtand the Food He 

eat, viz, Barley-Bread and 

Fiſh; and it is not to be 

thought there was any Curio- 
'Wity in dreſſing them. And 
ve have Reaſon to believe His 
Apparel was as moderate as 
His Table. Thirdly, He was 
humble in His Sufferings and 
Death: He took all Affronts 
patiently, and in our Nature 


He was deſpiſed, ſpit upon, 
ufteted, whipt, ad finally 
rucified between Thieves 
the greateſt Malefactor; 

yet 


riumphed over Revenge : 
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et he never reviled them, 
ut anſwered all in Silence 
and Submiſſion; pity ing, lov- 
ing and dying for thoſe by 
whom he was ignominiouſly 

put to Death. O Mirrour of 

Humility ! Let your Eyes 

be continually upon it, that 
ou may ſee your ſelves by it, 
deed his whole Life was © 

one continued great Act of g 


2.8800 


Self- Denial. And becauſe he tt 


needed it not for himſelf, he g. 
muſt needs do it for us; there- of 
by leaving us an Example ar 
that we ſhould follow h Si 
Steps, 1 Pet. 2. 21. And as th 
he was, we ſhould be in this 
World, according to the be- 
loved Diſciple, 1 John 2. 6 
So what he did for us was 
not to excuſe, but to excite our 
| Humulity. 
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Humility. For as he is like 
God, we muſt be like him, 
and that the froward, the 
contentious, the revengeful, 
the Striker, the Dueller; &c. 
cannot be ſaid to be of that 
Number, is very evident: 
And the more to illuſtrate 
this Virtue, I would have you 
conſider the Folly and Dan- 
ger of Pride, it's oppoſite: For 
this it was that threw the An- 


gels out of Heaven, Man out 


of Paradiſe, deſtroyed Cities 
and Nations, was one of the 
Sins of Sodom. Ezek. 16. 49. 
the Deſtruction of Aſſyria and 
Iſrael, Iſa. 3. 16. and the Rea- 
on given by God for His 
great Vengeance upon Moab 
and Ammon, Zeph. 2. 9. 10: 
Beſides, Pride is the vaineſt 

Paſſion 


' 
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Paſſion that can rule in Man, 
becauſe he has nothing of his 
own to be proud of, and to 
be proud of another's ſhews 
want of Wit and Honeſty too, 
He did not only not make 
himſelf, but is born the na- 
kedeſt and moſt helpleſs of al 
moſt all Creatures. Nor can 
he add to his Days or Stature, 
or ſo much as make one Hair 
of his Head, white or black. 
He 1s ſo abſolutely in the Po- 
wer of another, that as I 
have often ſaid, he is at beſt 


but a Tenant at Will of the 


Great Lord of all, holding 


Life, Health, Subſtance, and 
every Thin 


gat His Sovereign 


Diſpoſal, and the more Man 


enjoys, the leſs Reaſon he has 
to be Proud, becauſe he is the 


More 
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more indebted and engaged 
- Thankfulneſs and Humi- 

- UTY, * Fe” 

Wherefore avoid Pride as 1 

you. would avoid the Devil; #1 

remembring you muſt die, J 
and conſequently thoſe Things | 

8 muſt die with you, that could 5 

be any Temptation to Pride ; 

and that there 15 a Judgment 
follows, at which you muſt 
give an Account both-for what | 
you have enjoyed and done. Wt 


[ 

| S. 2. From Humility fp 

e Meekneſs. Of all the rare | 
g Qualities of Wiſdom, Learn- j 
ding. Valour, &. with which 

ny Moſes was endued, he was 

ny denominated by his Meek- 4 
5Y neſs; This gave the reſt a 4 
ie Luſtre they muſt otherwiſe a4 
e "2 have 
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have wanted. The Difference 


is not great between theſe 


excellent Graces; yet the 
Scripture obſerves ſome. God 
will teach the Humble his 
Way, and guide the Meek 
in Judgment. It ſeems to 
be Humility perfectly digeſ- 
ted, and from a Virtue be- 
come a Nature. A meek Man 
is one that is not eaſily pro- 
voked, yet eaſily grieved; 
not pgeviſh or tel but 
ſoft, gentle and inoffealive. 
O bleſſed Wil Lyon My dear 
Children, if this Grace adorn 
you! There are divers great 
and precious Promiſes to the 


will clothe the Meek with 
Salvation; and bleſſed are 
they, for they ſhall * 10 

the 


Meek, in Scripture. That God 
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| 2 Earth, Pſal. 37. 11. Mar. 


5. Chriſt preſſes it in his 
— Example, Lean of me for 
1 am Meet, &c. Mat. 11. 29. 
And requires his to become 
as little Children in Order to 


Salvation, Mar. 18, 3. And a 


meek and quiet Spirit is of 
great Price with the Lord, r 
Pet. 3. 4. It is a Fruit of che 
Spirit, Gal. 5, 22, 23. exhor- 
ted to. Eph. 4. 2. Col. 3. 12. 
Tit. 3. 2. and many Places 
more to tlie ſame Effect. 205 


I j 8 is an n Effect of 

a meek Spirit, and flows from 
it: It is a bearing and ſuf- 
fering Diſpoſition ; not chole- 
rick or ſoon mov'd. to Wrath, 
or Vindictive, but ready to 
bear and endure too, rather 
E 2 than 
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than be ſwift and haſty! in 
Judgment or Action. Job is 
as much famed for this, as 
was Moſes for the other Vir- 
tue: Without it there is no 
running the Chriſtian Race, 
or obtaining the Heavenly 
Crown; without it there can 
be no Experience of the Work 
of God, Rom. 5. 3,4, 5. For 
Patience worketh, ſaith the A- 
poſtle, Experience; nor Hope 
of an Eternal Recompenſe, 
for Experience worketh that 
Hope. Therefore ſays James, 
Let Patience have its Perfect 
Work. Jam. 1: 4. It is made 
the Saints Excellency ; here 
is the Patience of the Saints, 
Rev. 13. 10. Itisjoyned with 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, Rev. 
I. 9. read Lake 21. 19. In Pa- 
e | tience 


"Fence poſſeſs your Souls; Rom. 
12. 12. Ch. 15. 4. 2 Cor. 6, 4. 1 
Theſ. 5. 14. Be patient towards 
all Men, Tit. 2. 2. Heb. 6. 12. 
ch. 10. 36, which ſhews the 


Excellency and Neceſſity of 


Patience, as that does the true 
1 of a Man. It is wiſe 
and will give you great Ad- 
vantage over thoſe you con 
verſe with onall Accounts. For 
Pa ſſion blinds Men's Eyes, and 
betrayͤs Men's Weakneſs; 
Patience ſees the Advantage 
and improves it, Patience 
enquires, deliberates and 
brings to a mature judgment; 
through your Civil as well as 
Chriſttan Courſe, you cannot 
act wiſely and ſafely without 


it, therefore I recommend 


this Bleſſed: Virtue to you. 


K 3. S. 4 
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F. 4. Shew Mercy, whenever 
it is in your Power, that is, 
forgive, pity and help, for ſo 

it ſignifies. Mercy is one of 
the Attributes of God, Gen. 
19. 19. Exod. 20. 6. Pſal. 86 · 
15. Jer. 3. 12. It is exalted 
in Scripture above all his 
Works, and is a noble Part of 
his Image in Man. God hath 
recommended it, Hof. 12. 6. 
Keep Mercy and . ment and 
wait on the Lord. God hath 
ſhewn it to Man, and made 
it his Duty, Mic. 6. 8. He hath 
ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
good, and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to. do juſtly, 
and to love Mercy, and walk 
' . humbly; or to humble thy ſelf N 
to walk, with thy God, a ſhort 
but ample Expreſſion of God's 
Love, and Man's Duty; 


happy 
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happy are you if you mind 
it. a which you ſee Mercy 
is one of the nobleſt Virtues. 
Chriſt has a Bleſſing for them 
that have it, bleſſed are the 
Merciful, (Mat. 5.) for they ſhalt 
find Mercy; a ſtrong Motive 
indeed. In Luke 6. 35, 36. he 
commands it. Be you mercifub 


as your Father is merciful- He 
bid the Jews, that were ſo 


over-righteous, but ſo ver 


unmerciful, learn what this 


meaneth: I will have Mercy 
and not Sacrifice,” Mat. 9. 13. 
He hit them in the Eye. And 


in this Parable of the Lord 


and his Servants, he ſhews 
what will be the End of 
the unmerciful Steward, Mat. 
18. 34, 35. that having been 
forgiven much by his Maſter, 
would not forgive a little to 
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his Fellow. Servant. Mercy 
is a great Part of God's Law, 
Exod. 28. 4. 5. It is a ma- 
terial Part of God's true Paſt, 
Ja. 58. 6, 7. It is a main Part 
of God's Covenant, Jer. 31. 
4. Heb. 8. 12. And the 
Reaſon and Rule of the laſt 
Judgment, Mat. 2 5. 3 1. to ine 
End Pray read it, It is a 


Part of the undefiled Reli- 


gion, Jam. 1. 27, c. 3. 17. 
Read Prov. 14. 21, 22. But 
the merciful Man's Mercy 
reaches farther, even to his 
Beaſt; then ſurely.. to Man, 
his Fellow-Creature, he ſhall 
not want it. Wheretore I 


charge you oppreſs no Body, 


Man nor Beatt, Take no 
Advantage upon the Unhap- 
Py, pity the Afflicted, make 
their Caſe your own, 8 
N that 
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that of their Wives and poor 
innocent Children the Condi - 
tion of yours, and you can- 
not want Simpathy, Bowels, 


Forgiveneſs, nor a Diſpoſi- 


tion to help and ſuccour them 
to your Ability. Remem- 
ber it is the Way for you to 
be forgiven, and help'd in 
Time of Tryal. Read the 
Lord's Prayer, Lake 11. Re- 
member the Nature and 
Goodneſs of Joſeph to his 
Brethren ; follow the Exam- 
ple of the good Samaritan, 
and let Edom's Unkindneſs 


ro Jacob's Stock, 0 ad. I Os — : 
x6, And the Heathens to 


Iſrael. Zach. 1. 21. c. 2. 8,9. 
be a Warning to you. Read 
alſo Prov.. 25. 215 22. Rom. 
12. 19, 20 : 
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S. 5. Charity is a- near 
_ - Neighbour to Mercy: It is 
generally taken to conſiſt in 
this, not to be Cenſorious, and 
to relieve the Poor. For the 
firſt, Remember you muſt be 
- judged, Marth. 7. 1. And 
for the laſt, Remember you 
I! are but Stewards.. Judge not 
therefore, leſt you be judged. 
Be clear your ſelves. before 
- you fling the Stone. Get the 
Beam our of your own Eye; 
it is humbling Doctrine, but 
ſafe. Judge therefore, at your 
| own Peril: See it be righteous 
| Judgment, as you will anſwer 
it to the Great Judge. This 
part of Chriſtianity alſo ex- 
cludes. Whiſperings, Back. 
biting, Tale- bearing, Evil- 
ſurm iſing, moſt, pernicious} 
| Follies and, Exils, of which 
| | beware 
8 
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beware. Read 1 Cor. 13. Fc" 


the other Part of Charity, re 


lieving the Poor, it is a Debt 


you owe to God : You have 
all you have or may enjoy 
with the Rent charge upon 


it. The Saying is, that he 


who gives to the Poor, lend: 
to the Lord: But it may bi 
faid, not improperly, th- 
Lord lends to us to give 1 


the Poor: They are at lea! 


Partners by Providence wit 
you, and have a Right ye. 
muſt not defraud them 


Lou have this Privilege in. 
deed, When, What, and to 


Whom; and yet if you heed 


your Guide, and obſerve the 


Object, you will havea Rule 


tor that too. 

I recommend little Children, 
 Widows,#»firm and aged Perſons 
ay | __ chiefly 
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chiefly to you. Spare ſomething 
out of your own Belly rather 
than let theirs go pinch'd. 
Avoid that great Sin of need- 
leſs Expence on your Perſons 
and on your Houſes, while 
the Poor are hungring and 
naked. My Bowels have ot- 
ten been moved, to ſee very 
Aged and Infirm People, but 
eſpecially poor helpleſs Chil- 
dren, lie all Night in bitter 


of Doors, in the open Streets, 
for Want of better Lodging. 


if you were ſo expos'd, how 
Hard would it be to endure ? 


Condition and theirs, has 
drawn from me Humble 
Thanks to God, and great 
Compaſſion, and ſome Sup- 


Weather, at the Threſholds 
I have made this Reflection, 


The Difference between our 


ply 
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ply to thoſe, poor Creatures: 
Once more be good. to the 
Poor: What do] fay ? be juſt 
to them, and you will be good 
to your ſelves: think it your 
Duty, and do it Religiouſly. 
Let the moving Paſſage, 
Matth. 25. 375 to the End 
live in your Minds: I was 
an Hungry, and Thirſty, and 
Naked, Sick and in Priſon, 
and you. adminiſtred unto: 
Me, and the Bleſſing that 
follow'd : Alſo what he ſa id 
to another Sort, I was an Hun- 
gry, and Thirſty, and Naked, 
and Sick, and in Priſon, and 
you adminiſtred not unto me; 
tor a dreadful Sentence follows 
to the Hard-Hearted World. 
Wo be to them that take the 
Poor's. Pledge, Ezek. 18. 12, 
13, or eat up the Poor's 1 
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O. devour not their Part! 
Leſs lay it out in Vanity, or 
lay it up in Bags, for it will 
curſe the. reſt. Hear what 
the Pſalmift fays, Pſalm 41. 
"Bleſſed is he that conſidereth 
the Poor, the Lord will deli. 
der him in Time of Trouble 
The Lord will preſerve and 
keep him alive, and he "ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the Earth: And 
thou wilt not deliver him into 
the Will of his Enemies. The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon 
the Bed of Languiſbing: Thou 
wilt male all his Bed in. hi 
Sickneſs, This is the Reward 
of being faithful Steward: 
and Treaſurers for the Pooy . 
of the Earth. Have a Card 1s 
of Excuſes, they are, Fknovy 
ready at Hand: But read © 
Prov. 3. 27y 28. With-hol. 


FU 
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not Good from them, to whom it 
is dae, when it is in the Power 
of thine Hand to do it Say not 
wnto thy Neighbour, Go, and 

| come again, aud to. Morrow I 

| will give, when thou haſt it by 

.| thee. Alſo bear in Mind 

| . Chriſt's Doctrine, Matth. 5. 

al 42. Give to him that asketh 

|} - thee, and from him that would 
df - borrow of thee, turn not thou 
to ama). But above all, remem- 
he] ber the Poor Woman, that 
on gave her Mite; which Chriſt 
ou preferred above all; becauſe ſhe 
hi gave all, but it was to God's 
rd} Treaſury. Mark 12. 42, 43, 44. 


is a noble Quality in Man, en- 
tertained of few, yet praiſed 
ea of all, but the Covetous diſ- 
hol like 
7⁰ 


S. 6. Liberality, or. Bounty, 
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like it, becauſe it reproaches 
their Sordidneſs. In this. ſhe 
differs from. Charity, that ſhe I j 
has ſometimes other Objects Þ x 
and exceeds in Proportion. Ic 
For ſhe will caſt her Eye on It 
thoſe, that do not abſolutely Ir. 
want, as well as thoſe that a 
do; and always outdoes Ne. k 
ceſſities and Services. She ra 
finds out Virtue in a loẽ De- ; 
gree, and exalts it. She eaſes th 
their Burden that labour hard I ha 

to live: Many kind and gene- m 
rous Spells ſuch find at her 
Hand, that don't quite want, 
whom ſhe thinks worthy. 
The Decay*d are ſure to hear 
of her: She takes one Child, 
and puts out another, rolighten- 
the Loads of overcharg'd Pa- 
rents, more to the — 

She 


1 
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She ſhews the Value of Ser- 
vices in her Rewards, and 
is never Debtor to Kind- 
neſſes; but will be Creditor 


on all Accounts. Where ano- 
ther gives Sixpence, the Libe- 


ral Man givee his Shilling; 
and returns double the Jo- 
kens he receives. But Libe- 
rality keeps Temper too; ſhe 
is not extravagant any more 
than ſhe is ſordid; for ſhe 
hates Niggards Feaſts, as 
much as Niggards Faſts; 
and as ſhe is free, and not 
ſtarcht, ſo the is plentiſul, but 
not ſuperfluous and extra va- 
gant. You will hear of her in 
all Hiſtories, eſpecially in 
Scripture, the wiſeſt as well 
as beſt of Books: Her Excel- 
lency and her Reward are 

there: 


| 
CTY : 
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there. She is commanded 
and commended, Deut. 15. 
3, 4 77 8. and Fial. 37. 21, 
26. The Righteous ſheweth 
Mercy and giveth, and the good 
Man is merciful and ever len- 
deth. He jhews Favour and 


leadeth, and diſperſeth Abroad. 


Pſal. 112. 5. 9. There is that 
ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth; 
and there is. that with-holdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth 
to Poverty; the Liberal Soul 
ſhall be fat, Prov. 11. 24. 25. 
Ihe bountiful Eye ſhall be ble. 
fed, Prov. 22. 9. The Chur 
and Liberal Man are deſcrib'd 
and a. Promiſe to the latter, 
that his Liberality ſhall up- 
hold him, I/a. 32, 78. Chriſt 
makes it a Part of his Reli. 
gion and the Way to be the 
| Childrer 
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Children of the Higheſt, 
(Read Lake 6. 34, 35.) to 
lend and not receive again, 
and this to Enemies as well 
as Friends; yea to the Un- 
thankful and to the Evil; 
no Exception made, no Ex- 
Jeuſe admitted. The Apoſtle 
Paul 2 Cor. 9. 5— 10. enjoyns 
it, threatens the ſtrait-handed, 
and promiſes the Open- Heart- 

ed a liberal Reward. | 
| _Whereſoever therefore, my 
5. dear Children, Liberality is 
required of you, God enabling 
of you, ſow not Sparingly nor 
"a Grudgingly, but with a cheer- 
ful Mind, and you ſhall not 
go without. your Reward ; 
' tho* that ought not to be your 
4 Motive. But avoid Oſtenta- 
tion, for that is uling Virtue to 
Vanity, 
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Vanity, which will run youſto 
to Profuſeneſs, and that toflal 
Want; which begets Greedi- yo 
neſs, and that Avarice, the, for 
contrary Extream. As Meng hit 
may go Weſtward till they 
come Eaſt, and travel till to 
they, and thoſe they left be- 
hind them, ſtand Antipodes, 
up and down, 
S. 7. Juſtice or Rig hteouſ 
nue, is another Attribute 0 
God, Dent. 3 2. 4. Pſal. 9. 
8. P/. 5. 8. Dan. g. 7. Of large 
Extent in the Life and Dut 
of Man. Be juſt therefore 1 
all Things, to all; To God as 
your Creator ; render to him 
that which is his, your Hearts 
for that Acknowledgment he 
bas reſerved to himſelf, b 

whic 


- 
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which only, you are entituled 
Ito the Comforts of this and 
Ia better Life. And if he has 

your Hearts, you have him 
for your Treaſure, and with 
\Yhim all Things requiſite to 
your Felicity. Render alſo 
to Ceſar that which is his, 
Lawful Subjection; not for 
ear only, but Conſcience 

Sake. To Parents, a filial 
Love and Obedience. To 
one another, Natural Aﬀec- 
tion. To all People, in doing 
as you would be done by. 
Hurt no Man's Name, or 
Perſon. Covet no Man's Pro- 
Fperty in any Sort. Confider 
Ewell of David's Tenderneſs 
to Saul, when he ſought his 
FYLife, to excite your Duty; 
band Ahab's unjuſt Covetouſ- 
ict neſs 
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neſs and Murder of -Naborh, 
to provoke. your Abhorrence 
of Injuſtice. David, tho 
anointed King, took no 
Advantages, he belieyed, 
and therefore did not make 
Haſte, but left it to God, to 
conclude Saul's Reign, for he 
would not haſten it. A right 
Method and a good End, my 
dear Children, God has ſhewn 
it you, and requires it of 
you. 73K | 
Remember the Tenth Com- 
mandment, *twas God gave 
it and that will judge you 
by it. It comprehends Reſ- 
titution as well as Acquiſition, 
and eſpecially the poor Man's 
Wages, Lev. 19. 13. Deut. 


24. 4, 1 5. Jer. 22. 12. Amo, 


5. 11. Mal. 3. 5. Samuel is 2 
. great 
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great and good Example of 
Righteouſneſs, 1 Sam. 12. N 
He challenged the who 
Houſe of ae, whom he 
had oppreſſed or defrauded ? 
The Fee did the Apoſtle to 
the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7. 2. 
He exhorted the Chriſtians to 
be careful that they did not 
defraud, 1 Theſ. 4. 6. for this 
Reaſon, that God was the 
Avenger of. the Injured. But 
as bad as it was, there muſt 
be no going to Law amongſt 
Chriſtians, x Cor. 6. 7. Lo 
your utmoſt Power, therefore 
owe no one any Thing but 
Love, and that in Prudence 
as well as Righteouſneſs ; 
For Juſtice gives you Repu- 


Ftation, and adds. Bleſſing to 
your Subſtance. It is 50 belt 


Security 
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Security, you can have for 


it. | 

T will cloſe this Head, with 
a few Scriptures to each 
Branch. To your Superiors : 


Submit to every Ordinance of 


Man, for the Lord's Sake 
Pet. 2.13. Obey thoſe that have 
Rule over you. Heb. 13. 17. 
Speak not Evil of Dignities, 

ude v. 8. 2 Pet. 2. to. My Son, 
fear thou the Lord and the Ring, 
and medale not with them, that 
are given to change. Prov. 24. 
21. To your Parents; Ho- 
nour your Father and your 
Mother, that the Days may be 
long in the Land, which the 
Lord your God (hall give you, 
Exod. 20.12. Children obey 
our Parents, it is the Firſ 


Command with Promiſe. *. 21 
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6. 1, 2. Great Judgments follow 
eiae that diſobey tir Low, 
and defraud their Parents of 
their Due. Whoſo robbeth his 
Father or his Mother, and ſaith, 
it is no Tranſereſſion, the ſame 
is the Companion of a Deſtroyer, 
Prov. 28. 24, Or, fuch would 
deſtroy their Pareats if they 
could. It is charged by the 
Prophet Ezekiel upon Jeru- 
ſalem, as a Mark of het wicked 
State : In thee have thy Princes 
ſet lightly by Father and Mother, 
oppreſſed Strangers, and wvexed 
Patherleſs and Widows. Exzek; 
22. 6, 7. To thy Neighbour, 
hear what God's Servants 
taught. To do Jaſtice and 
Judgment, is more acceptable to 
the Lord than Sacraſice. Prov. 
21.3, Divers Weights and 
F Meaſures 
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Meaſures are alike Abomination 


unto the Lord. Levit. 19. 36. 
Deut. 25. 13. to 16. incluſive. 
Prov. 11. 1 ch. 20. 10, 23. 
Read Prov. 22. 16, 22, 23. 
c. 23. IO, 11. Peruſe the 6th 
of Micha; alſo Zech. 8. 16, 
17. And eſpecially the 15th 


Pſal. As a ſhort but full Mea- 


ſure of Life, to give Accep- 
tance with God. 

I have ſaid but little to 
you -of- diſtributing Juſtice, 


or being juſt in Power or 


Government; for I ſhould 
defire you may never be con- 
cerned therein, unleſs it were 
upon your own Principles, 
and then the leſs the better, 


unleſs God require it from 

„u. But if it ever be your 
| Lot ; know no Man you 
WY © the 
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the Fleſh; know neither 


Rich nor Poor, Great nor 


Small, Kindred nor Stranger, 
but the Cauſe according to 
our Underſtanding and Con- 
cience, and that upon deli- 
berate Enquiry and Informa- 
tion, Read Exod. 23. from 1, 
to 10. Deut, 1. 15, 17, c. 16. 
19. 20. c. 24. 17. 2 Sam. 23. 
3. Jer. 22. 3, 4. Prov. 24. 23. 
Lam. 3. 35, 36. Hof. 12. 6. 
Amos 8. 45 55 6, 778. Zeph. 2. 


c, 3. 1. 3. Ech. 7. 9, 10. 
uh $443 5 6. c. 8. 6. 7. 
Which ſhew both God's Come 


mands and Complaints, and 
Man's Duty in Authority: 
Which as I faid. before wave 
induſtriouſly at all Times, for 
Privacy is treed from the Cla- 
mour, Danger, Incumberance 


F 2 and 
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and Temptation, that attend 
Stations in Government: Ne- 


ver meddle with it, but for 
Gad 4 Sake. | ; 


S. 8. Integrity, is a great and 
commendable Virtue, A Man 
of Integrity, is a true Man, a 
bold Man, and a ſteady Man; 
He is to be truſted and relied 
upon. No Bribes can corrupt 
him, no Fear daunt him; 
his Word is flow in coming but 
ſore. He {ſhines brighteſt in 
the Fire, and his Friend hears 
of him moſt, when he moſt 
needs him. His Courage grows 
with Danger, and conquers 
Oppoſit ion Conſtancyj. As 
— — * — or 


frighted into that he diſlikes, 
ſo he hates Hattery, and Tem- 
| | porizing 
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porizing in others. He runs: 
with Truth, and not with 
the Times: With Right and 
not with Might. His Rule 
is ſtraight; ſoo» ſeen, but ſel- 
dom followed: It has: done 
great Things. It was Inte- 
grity prefer*d Abel's Offering, 
tranſlated Enoch, ſa ved Noah, 


raiſed Abraham to be God's 


Friend, and Father of a great 
Nation, reſcued Lot out of 


Sodom, bleſſed and encreaſed 
Jacob, kept and exalted Joſeph, 
upheld and reſtored Job, ho- 
nour'd Samuel before Iſrael, 


crowned. David over all Dif- 
ficulties, and gave Solomon 
Peace and Glory, while he 
kept it; It was this preſerv'd 


Mordecai and his People, and 


ſignally defended Daniel a- 
EY mong 


oo —— tm 
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mong the Lions, and the 
Children in the Flames, that 
it drew from the greateſt 
King upon Earth, and an 
Heathen roo, a moſt Pathetical 
Confeſſion, to the Power and 
Wiſdom of the God that ſaved 
them, and which they ſer- 
ved. Thus is the Scripture 
fulfilled, The Integrity of the 
Upright ſhall guide them, Prov. 
11. 3. O my dear Children! 
fear, love, and obey this great 
holy, and unc hangeuble God, and 
you ſhall be happily guided, 
and preſerved through your 
Pilgrimage to Eternal Glory. 


F. 9. Gratitude or Thaukful- 
neſs, is another Virtue of great 
Luſtre, and ſo eſteemed with 
God and all Good Men: It is 
nenn an 


£ 
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an owning of Benefits re- 
ceiv'd, to their Honour and 
Service that confer them.. It 
is indeed a: noble Sort of Juſ- 
tice, and might in a Senſe be 
refer'd as a Branch to that 
Head; with this Difference, 
tho? that ſince Benefits exceed 
Juſtice, the Tye is greater 
to be grateful than tobe juſt; 
and conſequently there 1s 
fomething baſer, and more 
reproachtul in Iagratitsude than 
Injuſtice, So that tho? you. 
are not obliged by legal Bonds 
or Judgments, to Reſtitution. 
with due Intereſt, your Vir- 
rue, Honour and Humanity, 
are naturally Pledges for your 
Thankfulneſs: And by how 
much the leſs you are under 
external Tyes, eſteem your 
F 4 inward: 
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inward Tyes ſo much the 
ſtronger. Thoſe that can 
break them, would know 
no Bounds: For make it a 
Rule to you, the Ungrateful 
would be Unjuſt too, but for 
Fear of the Law. Always 
own therefore the Benefits 
you receive, and then tochule, 
when they may moſt honour 
or ſerve thoſe that confer- 
red them. Some have lived 
ro need the Favours they 
have done, and ſhould they 
be put to ask, where they 
ought to be invited? No 
Matter if they have nothing 
to ſhew for it, they ſhew 
enough when they ſhew 
themſelves to thoſe they have 
obliged. And fuch ſee e- 
nough to induce their Grati- 
tude, 
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tude, when they ſee their 
Benefactors in Adverſity, the 
leſs Law, the more Grace and 
the ſtronger Tye. It is an 
Evangelical Virtue, and works 
as Faith does, only by 
Love: In this it exactly re- 
ſembles a Chriſtian State, we 
are not under the Law, but 
under Grace, and it's by 
Grace, and not by Merit that 
we are ſaved. But are our 
Obligations the leſs to God, 
that he heaps his Favours ſo 
undeſervedly upon us? Surely 
no. It is the like here; that 
which we receive is not owed 
or compelled, but freely gi- 
ven; ſo no Tye, but Choice, 
a Voluntary Goodneſs without 
Bargain or Condition; but has 
this therefore no Security? 

Fs Les 
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Yes certainly, the greateſt ; 
a Judgment Writ, and ac- 
knowledged in the Mind: 
He is his to. the Altar with 
a good Conſcience: But how 
long ? as long as he lives. The: 
Characters of Gratitude, like 
thoſe of Friend ſhip, are only 
defaced by Death, elſe indeli- 
ble. A Friend loveth at all 
Times, ſays Solomon Prov. 17: 
17. c. 27. 10. And thine own 
Friend, and thy Father's Friend 
forſake not. It is Injuſtice, 
which makes Gratitude a Pre- 
cept. There are three Sorts 
of Men that can hardly be 
rateful, the Fearful Man, for 
in Danger he loſes his Heart, 
with which he ſhould help 


his Friend ; the Proud Man, 
for he takes that Yartue for a 


Reproach 


£4 
| 
; 
0 
f 
t 
8 


e . „ , „ _ a 


ff Ä NY 


Father's LOVE, & 1097 


- Reproach; He that unwal- 
lingly remembers he owes any 


Thing to God, will not rea-- 


dily remember he is beholden 
to Man. Hiſtory layes it to 
the Charge of ſome, of this. 
Sort of great Men, that un- 


eaſie to ſee the Authors of 
their Greatneſs, have not been 


quiet, till they have accom- 
pliſhed the Ruin of thoſe that 


raiſed them. Laſtly, the Co- 


vetous Man, is as ill at it, as 
the other two; His Gold has 


| fpoiled his Memory, and 


won't let him dare de grate- 
ful, tho? perhaps he owes the 
beſt Part, at leſt the Be- 
ginning of it, to another's Fa- 
vour. As there is nothin 


more unworthy in a Man, ſo 


nothing in Man, ſo frequent- 


ly 
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ly reproached in Scripture. 
How often does God put the 
Jews in Mind of their For- 
getfulneſs and Unthankful- 
neſs; for the Mercics and Fa- 
vous they received from him, 
Read Deut. 32. 15. Jeſurun 
waxed fat, and kick*d againſt 
God, grew unmindful, for- 
70 and forſook his Rock that 
ad done mighty. Things for 
him. Thus Moſes, Deut. 3 1. 
16, 17. Alſo Judg. 10. 11, 
I2; 13. and 1 Sam. 8. 8. Da- 
vid: likewiſe in his 78. 105, 
106. Pſalms, gives an Hiſtory 
| of God's Love to rael. and 
| their Igratitude. 80 Iſa. 17: 
10 to 11. Likewiſe Jer. 2.31. 
32. C. 5. 7. to 20. C. 15. 6. 
C. 16. 10, 11, 12, 20, 21. C. 
18. 1 5. Ho. 8. 9. It * 
* or 
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of Apoſtacy from Chriſtiani- 
ty, by the Apoſtle. 2 Tim: 3. 
2. | 


S. 10. Diligence is another 
Virtue uſeful and laudable 
among Men: It is a diſcreet 
and underſtanding Applica- 
tion of one's. {elf to Buſineſs; 
and avoids the Extreams of 
Idleneſs and Drudgery. It 

en: It loſes no Time, -it 
conquers. Difficulties, reco- 
vers Diſappointments, gives 
Diſpatch, ſupplies want of 
Parts; and is that to them, 
which a Pond is to a Spring ; 


ftho' it has no Water of it 


ſelf, it will keep what it gets, 
and is never dry. Tho' that 
has the Heels, this has the 
Wind; 
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Wind; and often Wins the 


Prize. Nor does it only con- 
cern Handicrafts and bodily. 
Affairs, the Mind is alſo en- 


gaged, and grows foul, ruſty 


and diſtemper'd, without it. 
It belongs to you, throughout 
your whole Man; be no more 
ſantering in your Minds than 
in your Bodies. And if you 
would have the full Benefit 
of this Virtue, don't baulk it. 


by a, confuſed Mind: Shun 


Diverſions ; think. only-of the. 
preſent Buſineſs, till that be. 


done. Be buſie to Purpoſe ; 
for a buſie Man, and a Man 


of Buſineſs, are two different 


Things. Lay your Matters 


right, and Diligence ſucceeds. 


them, elſe Pains is loſt. How 


laborious are Joine td no Pur- 
| pole ? 
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poſe? Conſider your End well, 
fuit your Means to it, and 
then. diligently employ them, 
and you arrive where you 
would be, with God's Bleſſing. 
Solomon' praiſes Diligence ve- 
ry highly, Firſt, it is the Way 
to Wealth : The diligent Hand 
makes Rich, Prov. 10. 4. The 
Soul of the Diligent ſhall be 
made fat, c. 13. 4. There 1s 
a Promiſe to it, and one of 
another Sort to the Slug- 
gard, c. 23. 21. Second), It 
prefers. Men, ver. 29. Seeſt 
thou a Man diiigent in bis Buſi- 
neſs,. he ſhall ſtand before Rings. 
Thirdly, It preſerves an Eſtate : 
Be thou diligent to know the 
State of thy Flocks, and look- 
well to thy Herd; for Riches 
are nat for ever, ch. 27. 23, 24. 
There 
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There is no living upon the 
Principal, youmuſt be diligent 
to preſerve what you have, 
whether it be Acquiſition. or 
Inheritance; elſe it will con- 
ſume. In ſhort, the wiſe Man 
adviſes, Whatſoever thy Hana 
finds to do, do it with thy Might. 
Eccl. 9. 10. As it mends a 
Temporal State, no Spiritual 
One can be got or kept with. 
out it. Moſes earneſtly preſ- 
ſes it upon the [/raelites, Deut. 
4. 9. and 6. 7. The Apoſtle 
Paul commends it in the Co- 
rinthians, and Titus to them 
for that Reaſon, 2 Cor. 8. 7. 
22. So he does Timothy to the 
Phillippians on the ſame Ac- 
count, and urges them to 
Work out their Salvation, 
Phil. 2. 12. 20, 21. Peter alſo 
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exhorts the Churches to. that 
Purpoſe: Wherefore the rather 
. Brethren, ſays he, give Dili- 
gence to make your Calling and 
Election ſur?: for if you do 
theſe Things you ſhall never fail, 
2 Pet. x. 10.and in ch. 3. 13, 
14. Wherefore beloved, ſee- 
ing that you look for ſuch 
Things ; ( the End of the 
World and laſt Judgment) 
be diligent that you may be 
found of him in Peace, with- 
out Spot and Blameleſs. Thus 
Diligence is an approved Vir- 
tue: But remember, that is 
a reaſonable Purſuit or Exe- 
cut ion of honeſt Purpoſes, and 
not an overcharging or op- 
pre ſſive Perſecution, to Mind 
or Body, of moſt lawtul En- 
terpriſes. Abule it not there- 

fore 
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fore to Ambition or | Avarice- 
Let Neceſſity, Charity, and 
Conveniency govern. it, and 
it will be well employed, and 
you may expect proſperous 
Returns. 


§. 11. Fragality is a Vir- 


tue too, and not of little Uſe 


in Life, the better Way to 
be Rich, for it has leſs Toil 
and Temptation. It is Pro- 


verbial, 4 Penny ſaved is 4 


Penny got; it has a ſignificant 
Moral; for this Way of get- 
ting is more in your own 
Power, and leſs Subject to 
Hazard, as well as Snares, 


free of Envy, void of Suits, 


and is before Hand with Cala- 
mities, For many get, that 
cannot keep, and for want of 

Frugality 


bY 2 =, = od 2 oY, mage pars boy A) . oc. #4 to 


Father's Lo vr, &. 1 15 


Frugality, ſpend what they 
get, and ſo come to want 
what they have ſpent. But 
ha ve a Care of the Extream: 
Want not with Abundance, 
for that is Avarice, even to 
Sordidneſs; it is fit you con- 
ſider Children, Age and Ca- 
ſualties, but never pretend 
thoſe Things to palliate and 
gratifie Covetoufneſs. As I 
would have you Liberal but 
not Prodigal; and diligent 
but not drudging ; ſo I would 
have you Frugal but not Sor- 
did. If you can, lay up one 
halfof your Income for thoſe 
Uſes, in which let Charity 
have at leaſt the fecond Con- 
ſideration; but not Jaudah's 
tor that was in the wrong 


Place. 
SF. 12. Tem- 
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8.12. Temperance 1 muſt ear- 
neftly recommend to you, 
throughout the whole Courſe 


of your Life : It is numbered 


amongſt the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, Gal. 5. 22, 23. and is a great 
and requilite Virtue. Properly 
and ſtrictly ſpeakiag, it refers 
to Diet; but in general may 
be conſidered as having, Rela- 
tion to all the Affections and 
Practices of Men. I Will 
therefore begin with it in Re- 
gard to Food, the Senſe in 
which it is cuſtomarily taken. 


Eat to Live, and not Live 


to Eat, for that is below a 
Beaſt. Avoid Curioſities and 


Provocations; let your chiefeſt 


Sauce be a good Stomach, 
which Temperance will help 
to get you. You. cannot be 


too 
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too plain in your Diet, ſo you 
are clean; nor too Sparing, 
ſo you have enongh for Na- 
ture. For that which keeps 
the Body low, makes the Spi. 
rit clear, as Silence makes it 
ſtrong. It conduces to good 
Digeſtion, that to good Reſt, 
and that to a good Conſtituti- 
on. Much leſs Feaſt any, 
except the Poor ; As Chriſt 
taught, Lake 14. 12, 13. For 
Entertainments are rarely 
without Sin; but receive 
Por of readily As 1n Diet, 

in Apparel, obſerve I 
— you an exemplary 
Pla ineſs. Chuſe your Clothes 
for their Uſefulneſs, not the 
Faſſion; and for Covering, 
not Finery, or to pleaſe a vain 
nd in your ſelves or others : 


They 
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They are fallen Souls that 
think Clothes can give Beauty 
to Man. The Life is more 
than Raiment, Matth. 6. 25, 
Man. cannot mend God's 
Work, for he can neither give 
Life nor Parts, They ſhew 
little Eſteem for the Wiſdom 
and Power of their Creator, 
that under-rate his Workman- 
ſhip (I was going to fay his 
Image) to a Taylor's Inven- 
tion : Groſs Folly and Profa- 
nity ! But to you, my Dear 
Children, call to Mind, who 
they were of Old, that Jeſus 
ſaid, took ſo much Care about 


what they ſhould Eat, Drink, 


and put on. Were they not 
Gentiles, Heathens, a People 
without God in the World? 
Read Matth. 6. and when you 

ä have 
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have done that, peruſe thoſe 
excellent Paſſages of the A- 
poſtles Paul and Peter, 1 Tim. 
2. 9, 10, and 1 Pet. 3. 3. 5. 
where, if you find the Exor- 
tation to Women only, con- 
clude it was Effeminate, and 


a Shame then for Men, to 


uſe ſuch Arts and Coſt upon 
their Perſons. Follow you the 
Example of thoſe Primitive 
Chriſtians, and not Volup- 
tuous Gentiles, that perverted 


the very Order of Things: 


For they ſet Luſt above Na- 
ture, and the Means above 
the End, and preferred Va- 
nity to Conveniency: A wan- 
ton Exceſs, that has no Senſe 


-of God's Mercies, and there- 


fore cannot make a right Uſe 


of them, and leſs yield the 


Returns 
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Returns they deſerve. In 
ſhort, theſe Intemperances 
are great Enemies to Health 
and to Poſterity, for they diſcaſe 
the Body, rob Children, and 
difappoint Charity, and are of 
evil Example; very catching, 
as well as pernicious Evils, nor 
do they end there: They are 
ſucceeded by other Vices, 
which made the Apoſtle put 
them together in his Epiſtle 
to the Galatians, Ch. 5. 20. 21. 
The evil Fruits of this Part of 
Intemperance, are ſo many 
and great, that upon a ſerious 
Reflection, I believe there is 
not a Country, Town, or Fa- 
mily almoſt, that does not 
labour under the Miſchief of 
it. I recommend to your Pe- 

raſal the firſt Part of No 55 
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No Crown, and of the Addreſs 
to Proteſtants, in which I am 
more particular in my Cen- 
ſure of it : As are the Autho- 
rities I bring in Favour of Mo- 
deration. But the Virtue of 
Temperance does not only 
regard Eating, Drinking and 
Apparel : But Furniture, At- 
tendance, Expence, Gain, Par- 
ſimony of the Mind, Love, 
Anger, Pleaſure, Joy, Sor- 
row, Reſentment, are all con- 
cern'd in it : Therefore bound 
your Deſires, learn your Wills 
Subjection, take Chriſt for 
your Example, as well as 
Guide: It was he that led 
and taught a Lite of Faith in 
Providence, and told his Diſ- 
ciples the Danger of the 
Cares and Pleaſures of this 
Werld ; they choaked the Seed 

G of 
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of the Kingdom, ſtifled and 
ext inguiſhed Virtue in the 
Soul, and rendred Man bar- 
ren of good Fruit. His Ser- 
mon upon the Mount is one 
continued Divine Authority in 
Favour of an Univerſal Tem- 
perance. The Apoſtle well 
aware of the Neceſſity of this 
Virtue, gave the Corinthians 
a ſeaſonable Caution. uo 
ge not, ſays he, that they which 
run in a Race, run all, but one 
receiueth the Prize? So fun that 
ye may obtain, And every Man 
that ſflriverh for Maſtery, (or 
ſeeketh Victory) zs temperate 
in all Things: (he acts diſcreet- 
ly and with a right Judg: 
ment) Now they do it ta 0 

tain a corruptible Crown; but 
we an Incorruptible, I there- 
fore ſo run not as uncertainly 


ſo, 


a. 
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ſo fight I, not as ont that beateth 
the Air; but I keep under my 
Body, and bring it into Subjec- 
tion; leſt that by any Means, 
when I have preached to others, 
I my ſelf ſhould become a Caſt- 
away, 1 Cor. 9. 25, 27. In 
another Chapter he preſſes 
Temperance almoſt to Indif- 
ferency : But this I ſay, Bre- 
thren, the Time is ſhort : It re- 
maineth then, that both they that 
have Wives, be as tho? they had 
none; and thoſe that weep, as 
tho' they wept not; and they that 
rejoyce, as tho they rejoyced not; 
and they that uſe this World as 
not abuſing it, And all this is 
10t without Reaſon : He gives 
very good one for it. For 
uth he, the Faſhion of the 
Vorld paſſeth away : But 1 
vould have you without Careful- 

neſs 
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of the Kingdom, ſtifled and 
ext inguiſhed Virtue in the 
Soul, and rendred Man bar- 
ren of good Fruit. His Ser- 
mon upon the Mount is one 
continued Divine Authority in 
Favour of an Univerſal Tem- 
perance. The Apoſtle: well 
aware of the Neceſſity of this 
Virtue, gave the Corinthians 
a ſea ſonable Caution. Kyow 
ge not, ſays he, that they which 
run in a Race, run all, but one 
receiveth the Prize? So fun that 
Je may obtain, And every Mun 
that ftriverh for Maſtery, (or 
ſeeketh Victory) 7s temperate 
in all Things : (he acts diſcreet- 
ly and with a right Judg- 
ment) Now they do it to. 0 

tain a corruptible Crown, but 
we an Incorruptible, I there- 


fore ſo run not as uncertainty 
: 


ſo, 
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ſo fight I, not as ont that beateth 
the Air; but I keep under my 
Bod), and bring it into Subjec- 
tion; leſt that by any Means, 
when I have preached to others, 
1 my ſelf ſhould become a Caſt- 
away, 1 Cor. 9. 25, 27. In 
another Chapter he preſſes 
Temperance almoſt to Indif- 
ferency : But this I ſay, Bre- 
thren, the Time is ſhort: It re- 
maineth then, that both they that 
have Wives, be as tho they had 
none; and thoſe that weep, as 
tho' they wept not; and they that 
rejoyce, as tho they rejoyced not; 
and they that uſe this World as 
aot abuſing it. And all this is 
not without Reaſon : He gives 
2 very good one for it. For 
faith he, the Faſhion of the 
World paſſeth away : But 1 
would have you without Careful. 


neſs 
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neſs, 1 Cor. 7, 29 32. It 
was for this Cauſe he preſs 
it ſo hard upon Titus, to 
warn the Elders of that Time 
to be Sober, Grave, Tempe- 
rate, Tit. 2. 2. not eager, vi- 
olent, obſtinate, tenacious, or 
inordinate in any Sort. He 
makes it an ind iſpenſible Du- 
ty. in Paſtors of Churches, that 
they be not Self-willed, ſoon 
Angry, given to Wine, or filthy 
Lucre, but Lovers of Hoſpita- 
lity, of good Men, Sober, Juſt, 
Holy, Temperate, Tit. 1. 7, 8. 
And why fo * Becaule a- 
gainſt theſe excellent Virtues 
there is no Law, Gal. 5. 25. 

I will ſhut up this Head, 
(being toucht upon in divers 
Places of this Advice) with 
this one comprehenſive Paſ- 
{age of the Apoſtle, Philip. 4- 

| 5. 


Father's LOVE, Cc. 125 


Let your Moderation be 
known unto all Men, for the Lord 
is at Hand, As if he had ſaid, 
Take Heed! Look to your Ways ! 
| Have a Care what ye do] For 
the Lord is near you, even at 
the Door; he ſees you, he marks 
your Steps, tells your Wandrings 
and be will judge you. Let this 
excellent, this Home and cloſe 
Sentence live in your Minds; 
Let it ever dwell upon your 
Spirits, my Beloved Children, 
and influence all your Actions, 
ay, your Aﬀections and 
Thoughts. It is a Noble 
Meaſure, ſufficient to regu- 
late the Whole; they that 
have it, are eaſy, as well as 
ſafe. No Extream prevails ; 
the World is kept at Arm's- 
End; and ſuch have Power 
over their own Spirits, whieh 

| gives 


ñ—Ü—ääͤ 64 ͤ — 


— 


— — 
= — — 


126 FRUIT S of a 


gives them the trueſt En- 
joyment of themſelves and 
what they have : A Dominion 
greater than that of Empires. 
O may this Virtue be yours! 
You have Grace from God 
for that End, and it is ſuffi- 
cient: Employ it, and you 
cannot mils of Temperance, 
nor therein of the trueſt Hap- 
pineſs in all your Con- 
duct. | 
S. 13. I have choſen to 
ſpeak in the Language of the 
Scripture; which is that of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 


Truth and Wiſdom, that 


wanted no Art or Direction 
of Man to ſpeak by, and 
expreſs it ſelf fitly to Man's 
Underſtanding. But yet that 
Bleſſed Priaciple, the Eternal 
Word, I begun with to 5 
an 
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and which is that Light, Spi- 
rit, Grace and Truth, I 
have exhorted you to in all 
it's Holy Appearances or Ma- 
nifeſtations in your elves, 
by which all Things were at 
firſt made, and Man en- 
lightned to. Salvation, 15 Py- 
thagoras's Great Light and 
Salt of Ages, Anaxagoras's 
Divine Mind, Socrates's Good 
Spirit, Timæus's Unbegotten 
Principle and Author of all 
Light, Hieron's God in Man, 
Plato's Eternal, Inefſable, and 
Perfect Principle of Truth, 
Zeno's Maker and Father of 
all, and Plotin's Root of the 
Soul; Who as they thus ſtiled 
the Eternal Word; ſo for the 
Appearance of it in Man they 
wanted not very ſignificant 
Words. A Domeſtick on * 
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God within, ſay Hieron, Pythago- 
ras, Epictet us, and Seneca, Geni- 
us, Angel or Guide, ſay Socrates 
and Liucus; the Light and Spi- 
rit of God, ſays Plato; the Di- 
vine Principle in Man, fays Fo- 
tin; the divine Power and Reaſon, 
the Infallible, Immortal Law in 
the Minds of Men, fays Philo; 
and the Law and Living Rule of 
the Mind, theinteriour Guide of 
tbe Soul, and Everlaſting Foun- 
dation of Virtue, fays Plutarch. 
Of which you may read more in 
the fiiſt Part of the C hyiſtian Qua- 
ker, and in the Confutation of 
Atheiſm, by Dr. Ladworth. Theſe 
were ſome of thoſe virtuous Gen- 
tiles commended by the Apoſtle. 
Rom. 2. 13. 14. 15. That tho* 
they had not the Law given to 
them, as the eus had, with. choſe 
inſtrumental Helps and Ad van- 
rages, yet doing by Nature the 
Things contained in the Law, 
they became a Law unto them- 
5 ˙ ©. -- 
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